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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 


It is a matter of serious concern that there 
is a lack of serious interest shown by members 
to nominate for the Federal Committee. By this, 
I do not mean members who reside in a different 
State to where the COM is based, and are therefore 
unable to actively participate in discussions, 


o~ etc. 
| In 1968, interested NSW members agreed to 


a“ 


‘) 


ae 


nominate and take over the COM from Victoria as 
it was felt it was time 'for a change’. Two 
members have nominated each year since, namely 
Norm Read, BEM, and myself. Norm is now approach- 
ing 70 years of age and has announced that the 
time has come to enjoy his retirement. 

The question has been asked why is a Federal 
COM necessary? The answer is no COM, no Assoc- 
lation as we know it today, no Journal, which 
is welcomed by 99% of the membership, and State 
Branches would just become local clubs with a 
subsequent loss of members. 

The tasks of Federal Secretary and Federal 
Treasurer can occupy up to 20 hours per month, 
depending on the volume of work to be done. 
The Federal Registrar's job, whereby all records 
have to be kept up to date and new members to 
be serviced, needs up to 70 hours per month. 

Due to great increased pressure in his employ- 
ment, plus prolonged ill health, Darryl Musgrove 
has been unable to carry out the duties of Federal 
Registrar as~completely as he would like, which, 
in turn, has caused some delays; however, by 
the end of April this situation will have been 
rectified. 

Considering that all members are voluntary, 
this Association is very fortunate to have members 
who are prepared to give of their time so freely, 
but the present members of the COM cannot be ex- 
pected to continue forever. 

I would refer you to the opening paragraph 
of my Annual Report for 1983, where I said that 
it was felt that the time had come for another 
State to consider taking over the COM. As this 
Corner will not appear until May/June Journal, 
may I ask once again that six or seven members 
get their heads together to give this matter con- 
sideration to effect a transfer in October/November 
1985. 

HOW ABOUT IT? 

Keith J Wilcox 
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ON THE COVER 


A corner on the NSW Branch N Gauge layout. 
This layout has been used at a large number of 
exhibitions, and is normally available for use by 
members at layout operation meetings. 

Photo by Jack Parker 
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THE SECRETARY S DESK 


I have just received the news (delayed by 
a postal strike) of the sudden death of another 
of our staunch members, Broughton Boydell. Many 
a letter and article by him has enlivened the 
pages of Journal over the years and I shall miss 
the long and interesting letters that I received 
from him, Broughton was a real model builder 
and had built and equipped a workshop that would 
have been anyone's envy. Our sympathy has been 
passed to his family. 

We extend a welcome to Tim Dunlop who has 
taken on the position of Managing Editor. For 
those of you who are not aware of the fact, it 
is due to the inspiration of Tim that AMRA was 
founded, and, as penance for that, he has just 
about held every position on the books, and I 
am sure he will welcome whatever co-operation 
he can receive from ALL the members. 

Another welcome also to Mrs Elizabeth Secker 
who has undertaken the position of Advertising 
Manager, and for good measure will help in the 
printing department. 

These are the type of members that give the 
Association strength. The givers who get. on 
with the job and not waste time in acrimony. 

There should be a list of the Federal Model- 
ling categories elsewhere in this issue, and Octo- 
ber will be here all too soon, so get on and as- 
semble an entry. The COM has decided to still 
hold the Federal Competitions for members only. 

It has been pointed out that question 4 on 
the ballot regarding State participation on the 
COM could have been phrased differently; well, 
we are not all perfect in this, if we were, there 
would be a heck of a lot of legal people unem- 
ployed. 

We are having problems in the Registrar's 


section, due mainly to the fact that Darryl's 
employers do not like buying computers that are 
compatable, and much rewriting of programs are 
required if trains are to move in and out of Syd- 
ney. We were told to get a new Registrar; well 
it took two years to get Darryl, but we are hoping 
to get some help to lighten the workload, which, 
believe me, is considerable, having had two years' 
experience myself. 

Even after repeated pleas, many members still 
do not let the Registrar know direct of any change 
in address or change in membership information, 
and quite a lot of application forms arrive incor- 
rect in some manner. The present forms (Green), 
we think, are clear enough in the terminology 
for the average person to follow if read carefully 
or slowly. 

So that all and sundry will know, the printing 
charges for the new format of Journal is $150 
Standing fee and 2.8 cents a sheet. 


The possibility of issuing plastic holders 
for membership cards is being investigated; cost 
and an easy way of inserting member's name are 
two problems. 

An early warning - membership renewal forms 
will once again be sent out in the July-August 
issue of Journal, but this time on coloured paper 
in the hope that they will not get mislaid, as 
many were last year. 

I think most of you would agree that there 
has been an improvement in the reproduction of 
Journals 158 and 159, Apparently the masters 
have to be moistened, and in the past they have 
been too moist, consequently ink was squeezed 
off the plates, hence faint printing. Printers 
do a trade course to learn these skills, our team 
of workers just get blasted for incompetence. 


Norm Read 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
Australian Model Railway Association - New Members as at 30th April, 1984, 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
HO P Amey 19 Jessie Road, Gooseberry Hill 6076 293 2023 
ele) M Astle 466 Morley Drive, Morley 6062 276 1959 
S Astle Fam 466 Morley Drive, Morley 6062 
HO I N Boyes S 5 Union Place, Morley 6062 279 7401 
00 P N Dean 63 Orrong Road, Lathlain 6100 361 1182 
ele) B G Keens 28 Lovegrove Way, Morley 6062 276 1648 
S Keens Fam 28 Lovegrove Way, Morley 6062 
HO J Philp 33 Grant Street, Woodlands 6018 446 6180 
00 GC Reilly 22 Errinbee Street, Riverton 6155 457 2922 
P J Reilly Fam 22 Errinbee Street, Riverton 6155 
00 MA Street 76 Warrandyte Drive, Craigie 6025 401 9422 
VICTORIA. | 
N J T Booker 6 Besant Street, Moorabbin 3189 553 1201 
Branch Line 490 Dorset Road, Croydon 3136 3 723 1211 
fe) B RS Comport C/o Trainworld, P.O. Box 100, North Brighton 3186 596 6342 
I Comport Fam C/o Trainworld, P.O. Box 100, North Brighton 3186 
00 P Edmonds S 13 Bruce Street, Cranbourne 3977 059 96 1379 
00 G Elliott 17 Elgin Street, Berwick 3806 707 1810 
00 B D Frary C/o 679 Springvale Road, Mulgrave 3170 560 7133 
N C R Gillson 6/114 Kooyong Road, Armadale 3143 209 7644 
HO D W Gunn 8 Hone Avenue, Blackburn South 3130 877 2113 
00 A van de Kuyt 41 Fortuna Avenue, South Croydon 3136 725 5875 
HO K Jackson 50 Croydon Road, Surrey Hills 3127 836 3870 
M G Lloyd Fam 6 Kiers Court, Rosanna East 3034 
HO/OO I C Maguire 29 Barrington Drive, Ashwood 3147 25 3454 
HO/OO M I Maguire S 29 Barrington Drive, Ashwood 3147 25 3454 
HO/OO D L Richards lla Summerhill Road, East Brighton 3187 592 6755 
00 E Rothery 7/62 Serrell Street, East Malvern 3145 572 1523 
HOn2% K R Stone 4 Jennifer Street, Cheltenham 3192 583 8459 
HO/N D Webster 47 Gavan Street, Kilmore East 3601 057 82 1759 
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VALE ALAN WILSON 


It is with regret that we have to announce 
the death on 3 May 1984 of one of AMRA's longer 
serving members, ALAN WILSON, after a long illness. 

Many members would only know Alan as a name 
in the list of Honorary Life Members which appears 
from time to time in Journal. He joined AMRA 
in the middle 1950s, being first in Hornby 3 rail, 
then becoming one of the first in Australia to 
go into Hornby 2 rail. To accomplish this switch, 
he toured the suburbs of Melbourne, visiting news-— 
agents, buying up Hornby 2 rail equipment wherever 
he could get it (in those days it was usually 
only the local licenced newsagents who were "stock- 
ists' of Hornby equipment). 

Not only did Alan get great enjoyment from 
his Hornby equipment, he was always eager to share 
this enjoyment with all who had an interest in 
model railways. He was also a great ambassador 
for the hobby as far as ‘non-believers’ were con- 
cerned. 

Soon after joining AMRA, he became a most 
enthusiastic member of the Victorian Branch, rarely 
missing a meeting for years. However, such was 
Alan's enthusiasm in being part of AMRA, he soon 
became involved in Federal committee activities 
by volunteering to take over typing for Journal. 


Not only did he handle all of the pre-typing for 
Journal, but he also ‘cut’ all of the stencils 
required, as in those days Journal was produced 
as a roneod magazine, entirely by volunteer effort. 
These typing duties he performed from May 1956 
to May 1959. 

| Subsequently, Alan relinquished these duties 
and took over the job of Federal Treasurer, which 
post he held for several years. 


As a result of having performed these duties 
for the Federal Committee over a number of years, 
Alan was one of the first members considered worthy 
of being granted an Honorary Life Membership. 
Not only did he give AMRA many hours of his leisure 
time, but he always gave willingly, cheerily, 
and, most importantly of all, he always gave his 
best - and his best was usually excellent. 

Although few present members would have had 
the great pleasure of knowing Alan, all members 
can be assured that he, in his time, did much 
to ensure that AMRA got through its early teething 
stages and that he certainly earned his place 
on the list of Honorary Life Members. 

All who knew him, I am sure, will be sad 
at his passing. 

Maurie McKinnon 
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Australian Model Railway Association - New Members as at 30th April, 1984 - Continhed. 


QUEENSLAND. 
HO J Armstrong 27 Richardson Street, Chelmer 4068 
HO K V Cokley 35 Penny Street, Salisbury 4107 277 2266 
HO K D M Hayes Fam 18 Joyce Street, Coopers Plains 4108 
HO A P Hughes Ss 26 Orestes Road, Yeronga West 4104 48 0249 
HO R Hynes S 116 Ferndale Street, Annerley 4103 48 6716 
HO K F Lowe 5 Mittani Court, Raceview 4305 
Sn3 C A Malone S 27 Toombul Terrace, Nundah 4012 
00/009 P R Nixon 57 Wharf Street, Chelmer 4068 379 7732 
HO R D Reeves S 120 Mains Road, Sunnybank 4109 345 3363 
HOn3% R P Robinson 39 Craigmont Street, Tarragindi 4121 48 0007 
HOn33 P W. Roehm 6 Clive Street, Goodna 4300 288 4530 
HO P A Scrivens 11 Rocket Street, Aspley 4034 263 4504 
00 C P Sargeant S 10 Marlborough Street, Sherwood 4075 379 3648 
fe) R Shields 5 O'Connell Street, West End 4101 

Mrs L M Warn Fam C/o Railway Station, Landsborough 4550 071 94 1510 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


HO B B Akrigg 12 Caber Street, Moss Vale 2577 048 91 2030 
M Akrigg Fam 12 Caber Street, Moss Vale 2577 048 91 2030 
HO M A Aldous Fam 6 Noble Place, Menai 2234 543 1119 
O B Barton 35 Kurrajong Street, Sutherland 2232 521 8765 
OO/N S Bond 2/24 Sturt Street, Kingsford 2032 349 6101 
00 K J Bradbury 103 Yelunga Street, Dapto 2530 042 61 3505 
HO A D Burr 242 King Georges Road, Lakemba 2195 759 9006 
HO L Chamberlain 21 Warman Street, Pendle Hill 2145 
HO J W Cheeseman 27 Fulton Avenue, Wentworthville 2145 631 8073 
HO D Cooper 2 Charlotte Crescent, Canley Vale 2166 724 5776 
HO D W Cutter Lot 44 Victoria Street, Werrington 2760 623 8569 
HO R R Davis 12 Josephine Street, Riverwood 2210 533 1879 
00/HO P R Gerrard 22 Glenshee Place, St Andrews 2566 603 2817 
Mrs L Gerrard Fam 22 Glenshee Place, St Andrews 2566 603 2817 
HO A K Gould 32 Meldrum Avenue, Mt Pritchard 2170 602 0098 
HO S Johnston S 77 Waratah Street, Oatley 2223 579 6535 
N G M Oates 37 Newman Street, Newtown 2042 51 1130 
HO R A Ogston Lot 505 Yarra Place, St Johns Park 2176 610 2826 
HO W P O'Rourke 14 Ayres Road, St Ives 2075 44 6348 
Mrs J O'Rourke Fam 14 Ayres Road, St Ives 2075 
D O'Rourke Fam 14 Ayres Road, St Ives 2075 
S O'Rourke Fam 14 Ayres Road, St Ives 2075 
T O'Rourke Fam 14 Ayres Road, St Ives 2075 
0 G Pace 197 Croydon Road, Hurstville 2220 
HO N Tweedale 3 Timms Street, Blackett 2770 628 0535 
M Tweedale Fam 3 Timms Street, Blackett 2770 
, HO R H Walmsley 111 Attunga Road, Yowie Bay 2228 525 1887 
HO D A W Windeyer 16 Burgess Street, Armidale 2350 067 72 5306 
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DIAGRAM 1 
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EVOLVING WINTON 


by Ken Edge-Williams 


l DESIGN OF A LAYOUT 


After many attempts at layout building, I 
finally decided to start again, with a complete 
new concept, and hopefully a more logical one. 
How many layouts do you know that go nowhere, do 
nothing and are impossible to run realistically? 

Firstly, as I model Queensland Railways and 
in the odd scale of Sn33, I had to set my standards 
on what would be suitable, and also if I was going 
to model a prototype station. Sn3z is the same 
track gauge as HO, so I accepted the HO standards 
with some minor modification in that the parallel 
spacing of tracks be 3" to allow for the wider 
rolling stock of the scale and set the minimum 
mainline curve radius at 3 foot to provide a 
Slightly more realistic look for the trains, for 
though they could go around 2'6" curves, the pass- 
enger stock looks toy like. 


__) PROTOTYPE 


Ah, that's easy! Just a cross between TOWNS- 


VILLE, WINTON, BOWEN, BILOELA, GARBUTT and ROCK- 
HAMPTON . Now that should be easy, after all 
I do have a 12' x 12' room to put it all in, and 


surely you would not need more than that (refer 
prototype track plans 'Diagram 1'). 

What, only the cattle yard will fit in the 
Space! 

What do you mean, 
delete most of it? 

You're having me on, are you not? 

Boy, am I disillousioned! 

Ah! You have an answer, really? 

Selective compression! 

What's that? 

You mean, if I pick up all the main attrac- 
tions of the stations I could combine them all 
in the one layout, and still get the effect that 
I wanted and still stay in the space I have? 


DESIGN 


What do I like about the stations? 


I have to shrink it down, 


Townsville - the dock platforms, the shunting 
yards, the main line junction, thus both main 
and branch style trains. 

Winton - the branch line trains, mixed style. 


1170 locos. 


JUNCTION LAYOUT 


Bowen - the engine shed and the balloon loop. 


Biloela - the grain traffic, little amount of 
yard. 1600 locos. 
Garbutt - the industrial shunting and also stock 


type shunt van (KKB, NWB or NB). 


Rockhampton - coal traffic, mixed trains, big 
junction turntable and roundhouse, Garrett locos. 


EVOLVING THE PLAN 


It was not too hard to see that the reverse 
loop of Bowen would not fit in, nor would the 
turntable and roundhouse of Rockhampton, nor would 
the 100 wagon 5 Diesels locotrol trains of coal. 
However, may be the engine shed of Bowen will 
fit in the corner? 

Ah - just change this track here and there, 
VOILA an engine shed. 

Well, the shed's still the same, even though 
the track is not! 

How to turn the loco? 

Most of QR's turning is done on wyes or an 
angle as called up here, may be, if I skimp here 
on radius, I could fit one in the other corner. 


Ah, yes! 
Better than a turntable and less room ir 
this scale, after all, none of the towns I have 


lived in ever had a turntable (Diagram 2). 


DIAGRAM 2 


DOUBLE HEADED 1620 CLASS LOCOS ON EX-THANGOOL GOODS AT BILOELA. 
HOWEVER, THIS DAY NO GOODS WAGONS WERE ATTACHED TO CONVEY A "PLAY GROUP" 


THE END OF THE BRANCH TO TURN. 


FOR A TRAIN RIDE. A CAMP WAGON WAS RETURNED) FROM THANGOOL - THUS A MODELLERS DREAM, 


( 


PASSENGER SPECIAL ON A GOODS BRANCH". \ 


LOCOS RUN TO THANGOOL (11 Kms) AT 


"DOUBLE HEADED 


Note: LOCOS WERE FROM TWO TRAINS AND WERE TO PICK UP GRAIN FROM STORAGE SILOS UP THE BRANCH. 


; 
i 
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I guess I'd better put in the station before 


I go too far, yes right in between them. 

Now how about the dock platforms for the 
branch line trains also, and a small goods’ shed 
loop and passing loop, better make that two loops 
as it is a big town. 

Heck, where am I going to store all my wagons, 
better put a siding in for the storage unloading 
area, that's it off a head shunt, so I can shunt 
without affecting the main line trains (Diagram 3). 


DIAGRAM 3 


GOODS SHED 


Grain traffic - I need silos, but where? 

In the corner near the angle. 

What about sugar traffic? 

Same spot I guess, at the harbour. 

No room for the Bulk Sugar Terminal. It's 
off scene, notice the conveyor heading off to 
the painting of the shed on the wall. 

Too close! 

Why at Gladstone, coal and grain are unloaded 
only metres from each other, also oil, etc. 

Cattle traffic - I like long cattle trains, 
12 wagons each 6" long, plus van and loco nearly 
10 feet, plus storage for spares, etc. 

Um! 

Better use this wall and corner (Diagram 4). 


DIAGRAM 4 


CATTLE 


BUT! 

You say, "all I have is a big yard with no 
purpose of traffic flow". 

Well, better put a branch line in. 

There now, my grain, cattle and general goods 
can flow back and forwards with a purpose. 

Really, where are the goods going to in the 
big town? 


Guess I need an industrial area, just like 
Garbutt (Diagram 5). 
DIAGRAM 5 
- SUGAR SHED 
WHEAT SILOS 
STORAGE 
INDUSTRIAL 


Still my sugar has nowehrer to go, nor my 


O11 Lrarfic. 

Ah! 

Easy to explain as I am concentrating on 
the branch rail traffic, and in my case the sugar 
and oil can go on the main line in never ending 
circles until, one day..... when it gets bigger. 

Still, it needs more storage space for stock 
as Queensland has over 300 different classes and 
styles of wagons. 

Well, I'll expand the 
a ‘South Yard' fiddle yard. 


head shunt to give 
2 OPERATION OF LAYOUT 

a Trains Needed 

MAINLINE TRAINS 


Most pass through Winton with the occasional 


shunting and terminating trains. Therefore, 
need one through passenger, one fast freight, 
one slow goods and one sugar train. 
SUBURBAN TRAINS 

One shunting train with van. 
BRANCH TRAINS 

Mixed passenger train, cattle train, grain 


train, rail motor. 


b Locos Needed 


1170 for Garbutt shunt, DH for yard shunt (Walkers 


b Locos Needed 


1170 for Garbutt shunt, DH for yard shunt (Walkers 
60T ) 


1600 and 1620 for branch trains (EE 60T) 


1700 and 1720 for branch trains (also double as 
suburban train locos in exhibitions in city) (Clyde 
60T ) 


1460/1502 mainline diesels (Clyde 90T) 

1450 for ballast train (Clyde 90T) 
1250/1270 for the sugar train (EE 90T) 

1200 for sunlander passenger train (EE 90T) 


Cc Guards Vans Needed 
KRB - a stock van with guards, drovers and cattle 
compartments 


NWB - a sheep version of a KRB 


——— 


UO 


\ 
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DIAGRAM 6 
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NB - a steel sided version of an NWB - too hard 
to make - forget about this for the time being 


BBV - was QR's standard goods van for many years 


CLV - composite lavatory van - it could be called 
a passenger train in one coach, Guards, Luggage, 
Ist and a 2nd Class compartment (two main styles 
one has balcony on ends and guard in middle other 
all side entrance with guard at end) 


TGV - steel periscope van, a modern van 


d Wagons Needed 


GRAIN - VJMG four-wheel hoppers 
coal wagons for sugar also 


SUGAR - MIW with containers 40' bogie flat 


BRANCH - CMIS steel bogie iced wagon KCS side 
door sleeping carriage 32' log wagon 


BALLAST - VTS, 
plough wagon 
COAL - VJM and VR four-wheel hoppers 


CEMENT - HJC, FJC open wagons with sides removed 
and removable cement containers 


CONTAINERS - PCS side sliding 32' container flats 
(container is slid sideways onto semi to be un- 
loaded) 


VAKS bogie ex 


VTE four-wheel hoppers plus a T 


WINTON JUNCTION 


yTueE TERmINUS RASED 
Birco€LA 


Nee —— 7 a 


ACCESS HATCH 


so 
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NORTH YARD: » \ 


GOODS SHED 
™Y 


CSV 


OIL SIDINGS 


' STATIO 


/ 
A / 


TIMBER YARD 


BUTTER KACTORY 


CATTLE - KA, KSA, 32' cattle wagons KSA a steel 
framed version of a KA, both with Bettendorf style 
fast freight bogies IC, four-wheel horse box L, 
LJ, MG, four-wheel sheep/pig wagons 


OTHER GOODS - variety of open and box wagons and 
oil ‘tankers ©, FJS, H, HIS, HSA, ALJ, ALY, ¢, 
CLF, BLC, QLX 


As you can see, one of the benefits of model- 
ling QR is the variety of rolling stock needed 
to even operate a small branch line system. 


e Running of Trains 


The Mainline System is served by a _ fast 
freight which consist of 90T diesel and bogie 


fast freight wagons and balcony version CLV van, 
a slow goods consisting of any type of rolling 
stock and a BBV van with any type of diesel, and 
a sugar train, again with whatever loco is spare, 
although mainly 90T type and any van, say TGV. 

And finally, a passenger train with 1200 
class and wooden rolling stock, or, in the future, 
an air conditioned lander service. 

Queensland still run the wooden non-air con- 
ditioned stock. 


The abovementioned trains supply the _ non- 
existence destinations for traffic from the branch. 
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MITOCLASS DIESEL ECTRI PIQTIVE 
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The branch system is served by a mixed service 
twice a week with the 1170 or 1620, 60T loco with 
goods, grain and cattle wagons. Occasionally 
a PCS container wagon with a refrigerated container 
is shipped with export beef off the branch, and 
the meatworks needs not be close to the line as 
the container is loaded while on the semi, and 
then transported to the rail yards, and then onto 
the wagon. 

No need to clutter 
industries now is there? 

Occasionally a cattle special is run on the 
branch with any kind of the small 60T locos, and 
also a grain train, although it would be unlikely 
that the 1170 class would be used. 

A final touch for the branch would be a 1700, 
60T loco QLX (box), MCL (sitter), MPR (power), 
MBC (baggage), and van to run, THE FLYING FLEA, 
as it is called out Charleville way. 

All the M series coaches are Blue and White 
air conditioned coaches which are separated from 
the WESTLANDER, and run as a branch connection. 

A lot less room than an air conditioned lander 
set required on a layout. 

Finally, the green DH loco is used as a shunt- 
er in the yards in the town and the local shunts 
in conjunction with the 1170 loco. 


3 EPILOGUE 


up your layout with big 


As you can see, I have ended up with a layout 
that runs what I like about QR, with trains that 
the State, yet 


exist all over still fitting in 


CLV VAN ON 
BRANCH TRESTLE 


TYPICAL 
BRIDGE. 


logically, and with a purpose. I have kept most 
of the features that I consider ‘QR atmostphere', 
although |] must admit I still have nowhere to 
place my suburban trains yet (that is those of 
a passenger style). 


If a loco or wagon does not fit in with my 
period or ability to run it logically, I must 
resist the urge to acquire it, otherwise I would 


have many more wagons than I could ever hope to 
fit onto a layout. 

[It is commonly said that on'the QR, no two 
wagons or vans are the same, and the more 1| model, 
and watch the railways, the more I think this 
to be true. This is what I hope to achieve in my 
layout, with as many different types as possible, 
with as little repetition as possible. 

One final point is that after years of shift- 
ing around the countryside, I think no layout 
1S ever permanent, so build it modular, and save 
taking it spart when you have to shift, and if 
your design is right, you can have many years 
of enjoyment without any wasted work.....if your 
design is not right, well, you will learn after 
a few frustrating years. 

REMEMBER! ! Do it right, and 


well, do it 


vou will only have to do it ONCE! 


In a future article we will show the completed 
layout and the trains that operate on the layout, 
and how they tit into an operating pattern. 


DH CLASS LOCOS AT 


MAYNE YARD. 


Ps 


» 


1620 CLASS, FJS OPEN 
WAGONS, BBV VAN WAITING 
AT SIGNAL AT BILOELA. 
(SIGNAL PROTECTS THE 
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1720 CLASS 
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ZQ9 -— 


by J Austin 


Reprinted from WA Railways Institute Magazine 
January 1984 


Brief History of Westrail Brakevan ‘'Z9' 


For the first couple of years after the open- 
ing of the 'Fremantle - Guildford Railway’. pass- 
enger coaches had been small four-wheel or six- 
wheel 'Cleminson'’ cars. With the expected in- 
crease in passengers from the opening of the second 
stage of the Eastern Railway (Guildford - Chidlow's 
Well), an order for four Bogie saloon carriages 
was placed with the Agent-General in London in 
March 1883. The four carriages were built by 
the ‘Metropolitan Railway Carriage and Wagon Com- 
pany’ at their 'Britiania Works', in Birmingham. 
Late in 1883 they were delivered to Western Aust- 
ralia, and erected at the Loco Department Workshops 


Freemantle. They cost 900 each. They entered 
service early in 1884, classified as 'ABA8-1]l', 
in time for the opening of the railway to Chidlow's 
Well on 11 March 1884. (This line was the one 
via Darlington and Mundaring.) 

The four cars were of the composite saloon 


type. Internally they were divided into two 
saloons, one first class and the other’ second 
class. The seating was longitudinal with the 


backs of the seats against the sides of the car- 
riage so that passengers sat facing one another. 

In the early years these carriages were known 
as ‘American Saloons' because of their resemblance 
to contemporary American rolling. stock. They 
were soon followed by a batch of six more identical 
cars. These six became 'ABA12, 14-18' when they 
entered service in 1885. 

One of the cars from this second group 
(ABA 14) has been preserved at the Rail Transport 
Museum, Bassendean. Externally it is in almost 
original condition and so it gives a good idea 
of what Z9 looked like when it was new. 

All 10 'ABA' cars were originally painted 
in WAGR's standard carriage livery of Indian Red 
lined out in gold lettering (probably with black 
shading). ‘ABA 9' was equipped with continuous 
vacuum brake during 1887-88. 

After the stocktaking of 1900 (10 September 
1900), all 10 cars were reclassified 'AG'. Apart 
from changes in the style of lettering and lining, 
they remainded unaltered until 1906. 

In 1906, ‘AG's 9, 12 and 17' 


were rebuilt 


AMRA Journal 


100 YEARS OF SERVICE 


to provide a guard's compartment and second class 
seating throughout. In this condition they were 
used on suburban trains so that it was not neces- 
Sary to provide a separate brakevan. 

The decline of the Kalgoorlie suburban service 
after World War 1 made the three rebuilt 'AGs' 
surplus to requirements. It was decided to con- 
vert them to buffet cars, and so a completely 
new body was designed 'AGB9' emerged from Midland 
Workshops in February 1921 as a Buffet Car. 
The new body was similar in style to the much 
larger 'AQ, AR and AV' class cars then in use on 
main expresses. There were separate First and 
Second Class saloons separated by a kitchen. Lt 
was not possible for passengers to pass through 
one saloon into the other so the 'AGBs' had to 
be marshalled between the first and second class 
cars in a train. 

The three buffet cars were used on services 
which did not justify the use of the larger ‘AV' 
class dining cars. Originally they worked the 
Perth - Kellerberrin, Perth - Wyalkatchem and 
Caron - Yalgoo trains. 

By the mid 1930s, the use for these cars 
had fallen off to such an extent that 'AGB9' was 
stowed in June 1936. It reappeared in July 1938 
as an ‘AGV' class suburban brakevan; it was not 
a success in this role, and in October 1938 it 
was rebuilt again. The sides were replaced and 
the newly classified 'Z9' took on the appearance 
with which we are familiar today. In this con- 
dition 'Z9' was ideal on 'RESO' trains because 
it has an ice chest and food storage capacity 
regularly used on 'RESO' trains, a job to which 
it was particularly suited. With the cancellation 
of 'RESO' trains in 1975, 'Z9' was used for the 
conveyance of frozen and perishable products from 
Narrogin to Perth until the termination of frozen 
goods haulage. 

Since 1976, 'Z9' has been used almost exclu- 
sively on the suburban goods service. 


The only major changes to 'Z9' since 1938 
have been changes of colour. In the mid 1950s, 
the Indian Red livery was swapped for a coat of 
all over larch green. It acquired the larch 
green and cream colour scheme in the 1960s, and 
in late 1983 it was painted yellow. So it remains 
today, with hopefully a few more years of active 
service. 
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Z9 at Midland 1981 


Photo by G Watson 
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This article is reprinted from the September 
1982 NMRA ‘'Bulletin', under its own heading and 
sub—heading. The writer is a hobby shop owner 
who compiles a new column - COUNTER COMMENTS - in 
the Bulletin and the contents would seem to be 


A“ 


of interest as Athearn products, particularly 
motive power, take a good slice of the Australian 
market, catering for those people who model Ameri- 
can prototype. 


Counter Comments 


The one thing that we watch for at our shop 
is something that works. Something that does 


what it is supposed to do consistently. For 
the next few minutes, let's take a look at At- 
hearn's locomotives from behind the counter. 


/We pre-run all locomotives before they reach the 
shelf, so what do we see? Now don't get me wrong 
here, nothing is perfect and I don't put in that 
claim for Athearn, but you gotta admit when some- 
thing works. We do find an occasional problem, 
but for the most part we set ‘em on the track 
and watch 'em run. 

For those of you who have forgotten and for 
those who didn't know, let me take a moment and 
describe the construction of Athearn's diesel. 
We can start by saying that most of the diesels 
Athearn has modelled are built by General Motors 
Electromotive Division in real life 1 to 1 scale. 
So let's take a GP-9 or SP-35 apart. After you 
remove the shell, they are very similar. We 
have a centre mounted motor with flywheels on 

. each end followed by drive shafts and flexible 
couplings to the gear boxes at each end, See, 
there's nothing to it, and you thought it would 
be complicated. 

Both the GP-9 and GP-35 are four axle units. 
That is to say, they have eight wheels. By the 
. way, the GP designates a four axle unit while 

Msp means a six axle unit (12 wheels). All eight 
wheels pick up current from the track which means 
that these locos are less bothered by dirty tracks 
and will do less hesitating and jerking which 
makes for more pleasant operations. The flywheels 
also come into play here as well. they keep 
the motor shaft turning to both smooth up the 
motor performance and help sneak over those dirty 
or dead spots on the track. 

The power is delivered to the motor via the 
frame and a metal contact bar or strip that runs 
from one end of the loco to the other. A caution 
at this point. Using a metal coupler such as 
a KADEE fastened directly to the frame can cause 
shorting problems when double-heading your diesels 
IF you try to run one of the units backwards to 
the other. The solution for thf is simple: 
insulate the couplers from the frame. The stand- 
ard Horn-Hook couplers are plastic and so cause 
no such problem. It might be mentioned at this 
time that although Athearn's product today may 
look the ‘same outside as it did 10 years or so 

Gy 22°: it has changed inside. 

We have all eight wheels of our diesel picking 

“ up current, and all eight of those wheels deliver 
pull as well. The frame is metal and supplies 
weight without needing big chunks of lead like 
a@ unit with an all plastic frame. The only fly 


By Roger Hensley 


Piease address all comments pertaining to this Column to 
Roger Hensiey 1504 Broadway Anderson indiana 46012 
i a reply is desired. piease include a SASE 


in this ointment is the motor itself. It is 
a strong motor, but it uses a lot of current to 
do its job. The modern can type motor, such 
as the NORTHWEST SHORT LINES (NWSL) SACAMI motor 
is more efficient in its use of power for the 
torque (turning ability) that it produces. Yes, 
Such a motor could be installed in your unit in 
place of the one that is there, but the cost of 
modification can exceed the original purchase 
price of the loco. 

What's the bottom line here? The Athearn 
GP-9 and GP-35 generally work very well right 
out of the box. They pull well and respond well 
to nearly any kind of power pack you may be using. 
They respond even better to the newer transistor 


packs, such as the MRC TECH II line or TROLLER 
packs. An occasional drop of oil at the right 
place, and these locos’ should give many years 


of service. OOPS??? Lest I forget, I suggest 
f all this sounds like namedropping, it is. 
There may be other things that work as well, but 
these are the ones that I prefer because I know 
they work. OK? 

Now why did I pick the four axle units to 
Start with? They are probably the most versatile 
units to have around as they will work well on 
Class 2 model railroads (18" and 22" radii), 
Even if you have nothing smaller than 36" radius 
on your layout you can still find work for these 
gutsy little diesels. The drawback? They don't 
come in every road name and every colour combo 
that has been put on the real ones over the years. 
They do come in undecorated versions (basic black), 
and they can be done up as you wish with the proper 
paint and decals or lettering. 

You can run ‘em as they come out of the box 
or add as much detail as you want or as little. 
I'm not going to tell you that the GP-9 really 
isn't quite a GP-9 or that both locos are a little 
wide because of the motor that Athearn uses. 
To me both diesels look like they would work if 
they were prototype instead of just models, and 
I can live with that. they look like they can 
do what they are supposed to do, and I sell a 
lot of ‘em. 

Well, the GP-35 is my best selling diesel, 
but the Athearn F-7A with flywheels and the Ssuper- 
weight is No 2. You know if you took that 
F-7 unit and removed the shell leaving the super- 
weight on the chassis and then added a CARY FT 
or F-3 metal body, you'd have a loco that could 
pull the paper off the walls. Ah, but then that's 
another story for another day. 
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PHOTOGRAPHING MODELS 


by John Thomas 


Roger Lloyd, in his article in Journal 155, 
Suggests that another member might be prepared 
to write an article covering effective methods 
of satisfactorily photographing methods. Well 
here goes - perhaps my ideas and experience will 
be of help to others, but first a few more words 
on what constitutes a good photograph. 

The best photographs for reproduction in 
magazines such as Journal are black and white 
prints on glossy or semi-matt, smooth paper. 


The print should have good contrast with tones 
ranging from almost pure white to almost dead 
black. The highlights must be sharp and the 


shadows must show plenty of detail. It is better 
if the print is a little on the light side rather 
than the dark. 

olour prints can be reproduced, but they 
must be very sharp and clear. Here again it 
is better if the print is a little on the light 
Side rather than the dark. Large shadow areas 
on colour prints do not reproduce well and prints 
that have a lot of red in them tend to turn out 
as dark blobs as the printing process sees red 
as black. 

In most of our model photography our subjects 
are stationary objects so that fast films and 
shutter speeds are not required. It is my exper- 
ience that Ilford FP3 is a good general purpose 
film for black and white. Using ‘Ilfosol 2' 
fine grain developer and a rapid fixer I find 
it possible to have a developed film out of the 
tank in less than 10 minutes. 

Because our subjects are not moving, we don't 
have to be in any rush to get our pictures. 
We can concentrate on careful focussing for maximum 
depth of field and sharpness. It is a character- 
istic of a camera lens that as the aperture becomes 
smaller, the depth of field becomes greater. In 
order to have the greatest possible depth of field 
we should always use the smallest aperture on 
Our camera lens when photographing models. Focus- 
Sing at close range, often less than one metre, 
is very critical and an error of only a few milli- 
metres can mean the difference between a print 
that is sharp and clear and one that is fuzzy 
and lacking in detail. It is essential therefore 
that the camera be set up on a tri or some 
other firm support so that accurate focussing 
can be done. 


I have found that there is very little need 
for extra lighting when taking photographs of 
models. If you can take the models outside, 
well and good, but avoid direct sunlight and its 
harsh shadows and work in an area of open shade 
or reflected light. 

Some of the best model photos have been taken 
on a table just inside a window on the south side 
in light reflected off an adjoining wall by early 
afternoon sunlight. 

Most layout rooms are reasonably well lit, 
and I find that extra lighting is seldom needed. 
All you have to do is to adjust exposure times 
to suit the light that is available. Sometimes 
you might have exposures of 10, 20, 30 seconds 
or even longer, but what does it matter. You 
shouldn't be in a hurry and your models are not 
going anywhere. 

Most cameras today have a built-in light 
meter that will give you a reading which may or 
may not agree with the small aperture you have 
selected. Many meters do not work outside a 
certain range and yours may be one of _ them. 
Do not despair. Simply open out the lens until 
you do get a reading and note the lens opening 
and the indicated shutter speed. Now close the 
lens back down to the smallest stop and double 
the exposure time for each stop as you go past 
it. For example, if you got a reading of f4 
at + second, that will be 1 second at £5.6, 2 sec- 
ons at £8, 4 seconds at fll and 8 seconds at f16, 
which is the smallest stop on most cameras today. 

It is always a good idea to 2t the expo- 
sure. That means that you take one picture at 
the calculated or indicated shutter speed - say, 
8 seconds, a second at half that - 4 seconds and 
a third at double - 16 seconds. This allows 
for any error that you may have made in your calcu- 
lation of the shutter speed or for variations 
in the light not picked up by the meter. When 
you have developed your film you will have three 
negatives from which to choose when you come to 
make your prints. 

Well that's it for now. Perhaps we could 
have a look at some other aspects of photography 
in a later issue. 
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This picture was taken at 
,the 1983 Melbourne Exhibition 
/using a Macro lens stop down 
_to £22 and an exposure time 
.of 10 seconds. 

© A low. powered’ electronics 
flash was fired during the 
exposure from a position about 
/3 m away from the subject 
and to the right of the camera. 
This gives the effect of soft- 
ening the shadows. 


Photo by John Thomas 
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RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE : 


by Roger Lloyd 


This is a summary of the members' answers 
to the questionnaire included in Journal 153. I 
have repeated each question, with a tally of 'YES' 
and 'NO' answers, along with a few comments, either 
of my own or quotes from some of the replies. 

A total of 154 replies were received. 


Ql Should the title 'Journal' be retained? 

Overwhelming yes to this one - 139 to 12. 

Q2 If 'NO' 
ative. 


"The Newsletter of AMRA' (2); 'Digest'; 
"Reviews' or 'Forum'; 'The Mainline' 


to 1 above, please suggest altern- 


Q3. Should the publication retain the present 
format? 
(stiff cover, existing size, folded and saddle 
Stapled) 


If 'YES', do not answer questions 6 and 7. 


A majority were in favour of the old format by 
88 to 50. 

Q4 Should contents continue to be printed with 
two columns per page? 


A strong 'YES' vote - 120 to 20. Some comments 
were* for- 'easier to read' against- 'two column 
format is unnecessary and inefficient’. 

Q5 Should printing be straight across 
with no columns or centre division? 


Yes 24, No 109 - For most people this was the 
reverse of Q4. However, one comment was specific 
"printing to be two pages each side of sheet to 
same format as State Branch Newsletters, with 
a heading on the front page". 


Q6 


page, 


Should the publication be produced on standard 
A4 sized paper? 


This question was only supposed to be answered 
by those who said 'NO' to Q3. Of those, plus 
some extras, 69 said 'YES' to 19 'NO'. 


Q7 If 'YES' to above, please answer the follow- 
ing: 


A Should these be presented in loose leaf form, 
pre-punched for standard binder and not sta- 
pled together? 


"'YES’ 31; 'NO' 34 

B As (A) above, but stapled? 

"YES' 45; 'NO' 24 

C Should stiff cover be included? 

"YES' 44; ‘NO! 22 

Q8 Do you think the ‘Advisory Panel' should be 


reconstituted if sufficient personnel can be 
recruited to form such a panel? 


A large majority - 114 to 22 were in favour. Some 
asked ‘what is an advisory panel'; one member 
feared that replies could become controversial 


like Pop Valve; another states "if AMRA manual 
is formulated properly, most of the need for the 
Advisory Panel will disappear". 

Q9 Do you think that information regarding new 
products proposed to be introduced would be 
of interest, providing manufacturers, etc, 
can be persuaded to provide such information? 


JOURNAL 153 


A very strong 'YES' to this one - 143 to 5. One 
dissenter said "AMRM covers this field suffic- 
iently". 


Q10 Do you think the present content of Journal is 
of general interest to members? 


Answers were 112 'YES' to 22 'NO'.~ 

Qll If '‘'NO' to 10 above, please indicate what 
additions and/or changes you would like to 
see made. - 


Most of those who said 'NO' expressed strong feel- 
ing against the content of Pop Valve at that time. 


Many other constructive 
ceived, and here are just a few. 


comments were re- 


"Articles on wiring the layout, power supplies, 
controllers (conventional, solid state and exotic), 
Signalling." 


"A write up of clinic projects"; "more articles - 


less Branch Notes"; "more hints and tips"; 
"Journal should be a collection of club notes 
(or Branch reports), i.e. if a member gives a 


talk on building an XYZ class, ask him to write 
it down for Journal". 


"Please give us articles which do not date, e.g. 
the Sn33 column"; "publish modification require- 
ments of overseas products to Australian con- 
ditions". 

"Perhaps some of the more experienced modellers 
could be coaxed to tell some of their secrets 


to us newcomers to the hobby"; "buyers' guide 
of the past - a must"; "modelling articles should 
be on separate paper to the reviews, letters, 


club notes, etc, to allow the filing of the model- 
ling articles"; "less space for readers' letters 
and more for general news, such as model and layout 


construction, railway operation by the various 
State systems, present and past and on_ scenes 
and structures, large and small"; "club corner 


be encouraged, i.e. articles sent in on club activ- 
ities and happenings"; "prototype plans". 


"More articles on personal layouts"; "more plans 
concerning modern rolling stock and locomotives"; 
"a prize(s) for best article(s) each year"; "handy 
hints section is worth trying to expand. Perhaps 
State rivalry could be engendered by seeing which 
State comes up with highest number"; "a vehicle 
for the exchange of ideas and information (gained 
from hard experience) on modelling railways in 
all its facets - layouts, track laying, scenery, 
electrics, assembling kits, etc, not flak throwing 
at honorary administrators". 


There were many more comments, but I was 
most heartened by many members who complimented 


the Journal team. A common comment was ‘keep 
up the good work’. 
The questionnaires are now being sent to 


the Federal committee for perusal. 
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DID YOU KNOW ? 


by Gordon Duncan 


That a tiny drop of '‘'loctite' will prevent 
that screw from working loose? Only use a tiny 
quantity, just enough to wet the thread and the 
screw can still be removed - when you want it 
to come out. 
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JOUEF BUILDING KITS 


A Review by Ern Raddatz (SNCF Society) 


Recently I received through the post several 
Jouef plastic kits for buildings. These included 
several that were brought into Australia on the 
last occasion that Jouef had an importer. As 
I am led to believe that Jouef is once again to 
be imported and, as these kits may be in the re- 
Stricted range to be brought in, interest may 
be generated in a review of them. 

My kits were purchased from LA MAISON DES 
TRAINS, 24 PASSAGE DU HAVRE, PARIS 75009, FRANCE. 
The prices are in French Francs from which may 
be deducted some 15% VAT, which is not paid on 
goods exported, and to which some 302 must be 
added for sea postage. Air post is, of course, 
extra. 


All Kits 


All the kits are of self-coloured plastic 
and so could stand repainting or given a coat 
of Dullcote after weathering. The building in- 
Structions are in English and German, as well 
as French, although in some of the kits these 
instructions are printed inside the box lid. 
The fit of the parts is quite good, and little 
trimming and filling is required. Where filling 
is needed, any good body filler for plastic may 
be used. 


No 1031 'Manche a eau' (Water Crane) 


FF 12.80 


I doubt if this is useful for an Australian 
or American theme layout as it is the type that 
has a swivel on the horizontal arm. Comes in 
dark grey plastic, but, for a French layout, may 
be repainted light grey, white, black and white, 
or red and white according to common regional 
use. I have painted mine in the red and white 
bands that were used by the CF Blanc a Argent 
for the water crane at their Romorantin depot. 


No 1035 'Chateau d'eau ancien' (Old style 
water tower) FF 41.55 


How French it is. If you have visited steam 
era France or seen such movies as The Train, you 
will recognise this building. A large black 
iron water tank mounted on a tall cement rendered 
brick or stone base, and the tank painted with 
the name of the station in large black or red 
letters. The model requires a space 100 x 75 mm 
and stands 160 mm tall. A draw-back with this 
kit, as it is with all the kits reviewed, is the 
signs, etc, are printed on self adhesive paper 
and are not true decals. I haven't used these 
on my water 
when I get around to naming my layout. 


No 1022 'Halle a merchandises' (Goods 
shed) FF 44,90 


In my opinion the pride of the fleet. it 
is not the one shown in the catalogue when Jouef 
was last imported into Australia. Like most 
of the kits mentioned in this review, it was de- 
Signed by Alain Pras before he became kit designer 
for MKD. An attractive model of a vertical plank- 
ed wooden building that could be used on an Aust- 
ralian, New Zealand or American inspired layout. 
The base is in light grey plastic, while the build- 
ing proper is brown and the shed somehow reminds 
me of the Queensland Railways, although, no doubt, 
it will not be seen there. I also feel it would 
‘be useful on 2 British or Irish narrow gauge lay- 
out. A drawback of the kit is the instructions, 
although in English and German, as well as French, 


tower as I intend to use Letraset 


are printed on the inside of the box lid and leave 
a lot to be desired. 


No 1030 'Grue de quai' (Goods shed crane) 


FF 20.50 


A beautiful model this of a typical hand 
powered goods shed crane and is suitable for an 
Australian layout, as well as French or British. 
Coloured dark grey, it comes with a large round 
‘stone’ base and can be ground or goods platform 
mounted. The parts fit well, but, however, the 
instructions are not clear on a couple of points. 
The assembly of the pallet/container holder needs 
careful attention and care is needed not to use 
up too much chain. On my model I reserved the 
chain for this part and have used heavy twine 
‘cable' elsewhere. The crane is non-working 


however, and is for show only, but that is usual 
practise on layouts anyway. 


No 1307 'Lampisterie' (Lamp shed) 


FF 48.10 


This building can find a home on any layout 
where a small shed is needed. I intend to have 
several on mine as it can be built with or without 
the clerestory which changes its appearance some- 
what. 


No 1038 'Abrie de quai' (Platform passenger 
shelter) FF 25.00 


A reasonably modern building and is quite 
Suitable for use on a layout of any nationality. 
A well illustrated instruction booklet is included 
which is quite handy when one reads 'Glue the 
four valleys No 4...'. Since I obtained this 
building I have decided to retain it for the main 
passenger platform on my junction station and 
to get the MKD version for the island platform 
at this station. This latter is an older proto- 


type. 


No "Sablerie-Huiierie' (Loco sand and 
oil delivery) FF 63.40 


A good kit, but study the instructions very 
carefully before beginning construction (you should 
do this with all kits, anyway). It goes together 
quite well and could be a feature of your engine 
terminal. The oil delivered is, of course, fuel 
for diesels and/or oil-burning steam locos. One 
small detail - the TIA mentioned in the instruc- 
tions is a chemical water treatment for steam 
locos, so if your layout is all diesel or electric, 
you do not need to fit parts Nl and N2. 


The various kits are good value for money, 
and, unless the importers go to extremes with 
their prices, should find homes on many layouts. 
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JOURNAL NEWS 


Following the appointment of Tim Dunlop to 
the position of Managing Editor, it is advised 
that all copy from Sub-Editors and contributors 
be forwarded directly to Tim at - 

103 Yarralea Street 

ALPHINGTON 3078 

The editorial deadline remains the 15th of 
the even month. 


FRR TREE THERE HHHEHEEHHEE HE 


__ 


AMRA Journal 


No 160 Page 87 


MODELLING IN Sn3" 


Sn35 IN QUEENSLAND 


by Steve Malone 


For this issue I wish to comment about some 
of the Sn34 modellers in the Queensland Branch, 


namely, Neil Johnman. He has appeared in photos 
in recent Journals, and, as you can see, he's 
as old or as young as me. As mentioned in the 


last Journal, he is soon to be married and we 
wish him and Julie every success and happiness. 

In the accompanying photo, Neil (left) is 
seen helping two younger modellers, Paul] (centre) 
and Russ (right). Neil is seen working on his 


Sn33 IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
by Graham Watson 


‘S NEWS ' 


Last September, Bob Gallagher of AMRM fame 
visited the West and dropped in on the York layout. 
The results of an extensive photographic session 
will be seen in future editions of the AMRM, begin- 
ning, I believe, with the March/April 1984 edition. 

There are three S scale layouts being develop- 
ed in the West, all by members of the York group. 
The first, of course, is Les Hayster's York layout. 
Richard Stallard is working on his layout, based 
on Kojonup, and, thirdly, there is my yet unnamed 
layout. If there are any other WA Sn34 layouts 
about I would very much like to hear about them. 

Although there is sure to be an S scale pres- 
ence at this year's exhibition, no decision has 
been made as yet as to what shape this presence 
will take. 

The only responses to our Sn34 Register (see 
Journal 157, Page v) so far are from interested 
patrons from the recent convention held by the 
WA Branch of AMRA where, incidently, we were sell- 
ing kits of a WAGR 'GE' four wheel open wagon. 
If you are interested in either the Sn33 Register 
or the kit, send a stamped self-addressed envelope 
to - 


G Watson 
4 Albemarle Way 
HIGH WYCOMBE 6057 
HHHHH HHH HHH HHH 


OR B18t (Lima C38 mech), while Paul works on some 
styrene H wagons and Russ is building a QR DH 
loco using 4 (life like?) Alco 1000 mech fitted 
with new sideframes. 

Neil has always spoken out on matters dealing 
with helping the younger members learn’ skills 
and his actions follow suit. He 1s to be commend- 
ed for his patience, skill and helpful guidance. 

He was once an Australian HO and QR HOn34 
modeller, however, due to shortages in parts for 
HOn33 a few years ago, he changed to Sn3% Neil 
has a big movie collection of his travels around 
Australia by train and has fond memories of QR 
Steam on the Ipswich line near his home. 


Neil Johnman helps vounger 
Sn33. modellers with their 
projects at the Queensland 
Branch Clubrooms 
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Sn3 3 LN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
by Graham Watson 


MORE SUITABLE PRODUCTS 


| S Scale People 


Although one could feasibly model a West 
Australian station without people, there is _ no 
doubt that people bring a layout to life. 'Scen- 


ery Unlimited’ of 310 Lathrop Avenue, River Forrest 
Illinois, USA, bring out a range of cast metal 


figures in S scale. Their range extends to three 
SECs 
No 305 City people (4 figures) Cost US $2.65 


No 306 House people (4 figures) Cost US $2.65 
No 307 Workmen (3 figures) Cost US $2.65 

The total cost of the three sets from Walthers 
via a loca] importer was $A13.80. 

The detail on the unpainted figures 1s quite 
good and should look quite realistic when painted. 
The only criticism is that the 'City people' and 
the ‘House people' look very slender, while the 
‘Workmen' are extremely thick set to the point 
where they look out of proportion for the scale. 


2 Loco Stacks 


There must be many loco stacks (funnels) 
available in the 4 mm scale which would be suitable 
for a WAGR loco in S scale. There are a number 
of British firms which sell such items separately, 
plus the loco kit, manufacturers often will sell 
the included parts separately. All someone has 
to do is to check out these stacks (and domes) 
and to compare them to scale drawings of the WAGR 
prototypes. 
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One such suitable stack is the ‘Crown Line' have to be extensively modified if great use was 
GWR King class stack which, with very minor modi- to be made of it. Notwithstanding all that, 
fications is suitable for a WAGR V Class loco. I have photographs of a couple of M class coal 
3 bana. Pesce box wagons which have their springs underneath 
Queen Posts the sole bars. The underframes need to be lowered 
The earlier style WAGR bogie rolling stock and I did this by cutting out the V shaped brackets 
all had truss rods supported on queen posts, about which hold the springs to the sole bars. these 
12" long. Up till now I have been using 3/64th underframes will take brass bearings without any 
brass rod to represent these; however, the On3 drilling out of the axle holes, so it is an easy 
scale 10" queen posts produced by 'Grandt Line’ task to fit metal wheels. 
($US1.75) seem most suitable. These are eight ; Pac 5 | 
to the packet and scale out to approximately 13" Passenger bogies 
long and have a groove at the end to receive the The many ACL coaches owned by the WAGR run 
truss rods. These were purchased from Walthers on bogies with 5'6" axle spacing. I mentioned 
via a local importer and the cost was $A2.80 per in Journal 156 that Roundhouse Old Time Pullman 
packet. bogies were close enough; well, so are Roundhouse 
'Pennsy Roller Bearing’ bogies. These scale 
- Underframes for Wagons out at to 6' axle spacing in S scale and easily 
| have used the Ratio 10' wagon underframe accept North Yard 1!2 mm wheels. The bogie side 
tor a number of 8'6'"' wheel base wagons as they frames are not exact, but are generally of the 
scale out very close indeed. The WAGR once had correct shape. One modification needed 1s _ the 
a great number of 8'6" wheel base wagons; however , trimming otf of the top of the side frames, which 
most of them had the axle springs on the sole can be easily done with a razor saw or with an 
bars, not underneath so the Ratio underframe would appropriate bit in a motor tool. 
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Southern Railway Push-Pull set - by Phil Knife Photo by Jack Parker 


V.R. STRUCTURE GAUGE & "ROLLING STOCK ‘OUT LINE 


by Roger Lloyd 


Drawn by Bill Morehouse 


Outline and the Structure as allowed on tangent 


These diagrams were scaled down to HO scale track, and to preserve a minimum clearance of 
by Bill Morehouse from copies of the VR Minimum 1'6" between such cars on double track. Addition- 
Structure Gauge 1963 and Interim Special Rolling al widening required will be specified by the 
Stock Qutline for roller bearing freight stock. CCE. The 13' centres between tangent’ tracks 
This information was supplied by Geoff Brown. may be reduced to 12' as directed by the CCE where 
The diagrams may be of value to the modeller who constructional difficulties are great. 
wishes to construct to closer tolerances’ than 7 The. clecteical < 

Z cal contact wire must be at _ suf 


the AMRA or NMRA standards which, of course, allow 
for both 00 scale and models of American prototype 
which are constructed to a larger loading gauge. 


ficient electrical clearance above the conventional 
car, but it must not be lower than 16' above rail 
level. Normal requirement for minimum structure 
height over electrified track is 17'3". 


Among notes appended to the VR Structure 3 This diagram is based on Australian Railways 
Gauge diagrams are the following: Ultimate Minimum Structure Gauge 1963 Appendix e 
] The diagrams are drawn and dimensions given to Minute No 6390 modified ida waned 
for straight track. On curved track, dimensions platform coping dimensions laterally and vertically 
‘shall be such as to allow for overhang and tilting and train stop infringements. 
of the conventional 85' car shown on the Ultimate [ have drawn a comparison of VR, AMRA and 
Maximum Rolling Stock Outline, allowance being NMRA structures gauges (Fig 4). 


made so as to preserve at least the same clearance 
between the outline of the Maximum Rolling Stock FEET INE IEE HAE INE EEE FETE HOE SE ESET TEE FETE FEE FETE FTES FETE FEE IEE IEEE 
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A“ 10-0 


FIG 3 


a 
RAIL LEVEL 
THIS AREA IS 
EX TENSIONS ON MAXIMUM 
ae, Pienaar, ROLLING STOCK OUTLINE FOR 
BRAKE GEAR ONLY 
INTERIM SPECIAL ROLLING STQCK OUTLINE 
FOR ROLLER BEARING FREIGHT STOCK 
a Scale-3:Smm = 1 foot (HO) 
FIG 4 
VIC. RAIL 
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VICTORIAN RAILWAYS - MINIMUM STRUCTURE GAUGE-1963 


7-0 


FIG 1 
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All other dimensions as for single track. 
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A TRIP ON A BUSH LOCOMOTIVE 


by M Southcombe 


Reprinted from Western Australian Forests Depart- 
ment Information Sheet No 31 with Permission of 
WA Forests Department 


What was it like to work on a timber mill 
locomotive? Let us take an imaginary trip and 
find out. 

The story starts on a dark winter's morning. 
The mill town is in total darkness, except for 
the glow from the firechute at the mill where 
the waste timber is burnt. In a large shed near 
the mill a young man is throwing wood into the 
firebox of the loco by the light of a 'slushlamp', 
a contrivance like a coffee pot with a wick issuing 
from the spout emitting a smokey flame. 

Having finished the fire, the cleaner dons 
a water proof coat and with the slushlamp in hand, 
heads out to call the crew. 

It is still dark when the glimmer of a hurri- 
cane lamp and voices announce the arrival of the 
driver and fireman. They immediately set to 
work, the driver oiling the working parts of the 
engine while the fireman busies himself in the 
cab raising steam, etc. 

Having finished the oiling the driver climbs 
into the cab and the engine moves out to the wood 
stack where all hands throw firewood on to the 
tender until it is stacked high. Then having 
filled the tender with water they move on over 
the points and back to the waiting rake of empty 
log trucks. 

Exactly at six o'clock the loco gives a shrill 
blast on its whistle and with a clatter of choppers 
the train is on its way. The only illumination 
is from an oil lamp which throws a feeble glow 
a few feet ahead. From the funnel of the engine 
a steady stream of sparks sail high into the air 
to fall back half-way along the rake where the 
guard sits huddled in his coat trying to keep 
dry in the driving rain. 

Little can be seen for the first few miles, 
but as the wintery dawn breaks, huge trees can 
be seen growing almost to the edge of the line, 
for this is the heart of the jarrah forest which 
feeds the mill with logs. 

Soon the train comes to a branch in the line, 
and the guard turns the points and then enters 
a small tin shed which houses the telephone - the 
lifeline of this tiny railway system. Here he 
leaves the staff and fills in the book, giving 
the name of the loco, time and direction of travel. 

Another blast of the whistle and the train 
is on its way down the branch line to the bush 
workings. On both sides of the line can be seen 
evidence of man's work. Tumbled forest giants 
lay on the ground denuded of their branches and 
bark. Soon the bush landing comes into sight. 
On one side is a huge iron monster, with a boiler 
and steam engine at one end from which a thick 
wire rope disappears into the _ bush. This is 
the steam hauler which was last used during the 
1930s. 

On the other side of the line is a small 
winch and boiler which is used to load the logs 
on to the train. A full rake is loaded, waiting 
and the engine shunts the empty rake into a siding, 
then hooks on to the full one. 

Slowly, and with much skidding of wheels, 
the train gets under way. The train now is much 
longer than the empty one owing to the long steel 
bars being placed between the trucks to make them 
long enough for the logs to rest with one end 


on one truck and the other end on the truck follow- 
ing. If the log is very big, only one is placed 


on each set of trucks. However, the smaller 
ones are loaded two and sometimes three to a truck, 
the guard sitting on the last truck. 

As the train gathers speed the logs sway 
alarmingly, but it is seldom that any leave the 
trucks. 

On the steeper downhill runs, the loco some- 
times gives a short blast on the whistle as a 
Signal to the guard that the loco is unable to 
hold the load down to a safe speed. When this 
happens, the guard starts from the rear of the 
train and applies the brakes on the wagons, running 
along the top of the logs to get from one truck 
to another. 

At the junction the fireman again picks up 
the staff if they are the only loco using the 
line.: If not the staff is left and a ticket 
is written out as before. 

Now it is possible to see the country that 
we traversed this morning. Mostly the forest 
is composed of massive jarrah trees, but occasion- 
ally the line goes through a gully which is thick 
with bracken fern and redgums and _  black-butts 
take the place of the jarrah. 

A long-drawn out blast on the whistle warns 
that we are nearing the mill and soon the clearing 
comes into sight, with the small timber cottages 
of the workers on one side of the vailey and the 
mill buildings on the other. 

As the train draws into the landing the timber 
clerk is waiting to measure the logs before they 
are unloaded. The loco is uncoupled and makes 
its way again to the wood-stack to replenish the 
almost exhuasted supply of firewood. 

Soon, amid a thunder that shakes the very 
ground under your feet, the logs are rolling down 
the landing ready for the mill, but that is another 
story. 

Our loco is now filled with wood and water, 
and as soon as the rake is unloaded we wave it 
goodbye as it starts on another.trip to the bush. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


by Gordon Duncan 


ERIC TREACY 
Railway Photographer 


Edited and Compiled by - 
P B Whitehead and G Freeman Allen 


This quite large book, almost 11" x 9", con- 
tains some 300 photographs, including 24 pages 
in colour, on heavy, glossy paper, of British 
locomotives taken by the Rev Eric Treacy (Bishop of 
Wakefield, England - 1968 to 1976). 

Practically every type of steam locomotive 
is portrayed, from the mighty Pacifics to the 
dirty, unloaded, goods engine. For lovers of 
the British prototype, the asking price of $30 
represents only 10 cents per photo for some of 
the best pictures I've seen. 

Review copy from 'Trainworld', East Brighton, 
Victoria. Hardback - $30 ex shop. 
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STEAM LOCOMOTIVES IN THE FORESTS 


by M Southcombe 


Reprinted from Western Australian Forests Depart- 
ment Information Sheet No 32 with Permission of 
WA Forests Department 


When the first settlers arrived in the State 
they found huge areas of forests. Sawmilling 
on a small scale was begun immediately, but as 
the logs had to be hauled to the mill by horses 
or bullocks this severely restricted the area 
in which they could operate. 

Two men who operated a small mill near Bussel- 
ton, John Ditchburn and another known as_ 'Money 
Malloy' conceived the idea of a locomotive to 
haul timber. During 1870 they placed an order 
with James Hunt of Ballarat, Victoria, to construct 
a loco for the cost of ¥£ 800 ($1600). The loco 
was completed in March 1871 and tested in the 
foundry. Then, as there were no railways or 
roads to the west in those days, they dismantled 
the engine and packed it in cases and shipped 
it to WA aboard the barque Nightingale. The 
loco made its first run in either August or Septem- 
ber of that year and was pronouned a great success. 
It was christened 'Ballarat'. 

The pioneer which created railway history 
in this State was followed soon after by another 
at Jarrahdale and was called the ‘Governor Weld' 
after the then Governor of the State. 


These first locos ran on wooden rails, but 
the wear was so great it was not long before they 
were replaced by steel ones. So successful were 
these early engines, it was not long before a 
large fleet of locos was operating in the timber 
industry. This was, of course, long before the 
government railways started to operate. 

By the beginning of this century it was estim- 
ated that a total of 70 locos were working on 
the various timber lines of the State. 

Normally the. first line to be built was the 
one to convey all the sawn timber from the mill 
to the nearest shipping point. Then lines were 
constructed leading to the bush to enable logs 
to be hauled to the mill. 

Naturally, these engines were fired with 
wood from the mill, and as there was an abundance 
of water in the forest streams, they provided 
a cheap means of transport. 

All the formations for the line were construc- 
ted by hand and many men were employed doing noth- 
ing else but laying line and pulling it up again 
after the timber had been cut in that area. 
No one knows how much line was laid in this manner, 
but during the life of a mill lines were laid 
to all sections of its concession. 

These lines usually followed the valleys 
between the hills so as to acquire an easy grade. 
Life was not easy for these men who built the 
lines. Long hours of heartbreaking toil were 
their lot. Their homes were small huts built 
in such a manner they could be lifted bodily on 
to a railway wagon and moved to a new position 
as the line advanced. Only at weekends did they 
have the opportunity to visit the mill perhaps 
some 15 or 20 miles away. 

These locos remained in service until the 
mid 1930s when the huge cost of pulling up and 
relaying lines in the now thinned out bush made 
their operation uneconomic, and motor transport 
‘ae to take their place. : 

‘“. Many of the old railway formations and’ bridges 
A now used by the Forests Department as fire- 
\ ‘“s and for rapid means of transport to the 


\ of bush fires, etc. One bridge of 14 spans 


inside the compartment. 


and 4U metres long with a width of four metres, 
which was built over the Wonnerup Estuary for 
the first loco, the ‘Ballarat’, is still standing 
and is as solid as when it was built 100 years 
ago. 

Many of these locos are now preserved in 
museums in various parts of the State. The 
pioneed loco 'Ballarat' is in Victoria Square, 
Busselton, and a plaque near Wonnerup siding marks 
the position of the line aleng which it ran. 

The 'Katie' which was used at Karridale is pre- 
served on the banks of the Margaret River near 
the town of that name. ; 

The last steam loco to operate on timber 
mill lines is the old No 7i which for over 80 
years had served its masters, Millars Ltd, faith- 
fully and well. In 1973 it found its last resting 
place near the government railway line in Yarloop, 
where it will fire the imaginations of future 
generations with all the glamour of its romantic 
past. 

Several of the old engines are preserved 
in the Australian Railways Historical Museum at 
Bassendean, where one is coupled to a rake of 
log-wagons giving a good idea of what the old 
log trains were like. 

Undoubtedly, without these engines the timber 
industry in this State could never have achieved 
the efficiency which it did, and the development 
of the State would have been delayed for many 
years, 
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HANDY HINT 


The obscure glass in toilet and washroom 
windows in prototype passenger cars is produced 
in three ways. Sandblasting, acid etching and 
by stippling with a stiff bristled brush after 
the inside face of clear glass has been painted 
with white paint. The latter method can be used 
on model car window glazing if done with care, 
Or a superior result can be obtained by 'misting' 
the interior surface with an air brush charged 
with white or very pale grey paint. If real 
glass is used (e.g. microscope cover glass), both 
these methods are satisfactory, and virtually 
everiasting. | 

However, most model makers in small scales 
(<" and under) use clear plastic 'glass' for window 
glazing. The long term result of brush or spray 
painting this material, particularly if it is 
thin, may result in the 'glass' eventually develop- 
ing an unprototypical outwards 'dishing' of the 
glazing, due to the unequal tension of the paint 
film on one surface only. 

Another method of representing obscure glass 
which will remain inert for a long period is to 
fit double panes, with a piece of cigarette paper 
Or tracing paper sandwiched between the two layers 
of glazing. But perhaps the best way of all 
when using 'plasti glass' is to actually simulate 
prototype acid etching or sandblasting, both of 
which processes destroy the slick surface of real 
glass on one side. This treated face is always 
To do this, purchase 
a sheet of 800 grit ‘wet or dry' carborundum paper 
at a hardware or paint store. Lay the paper 
face up on a flat surface. Place the prepared 
Window pane on this, and gently rub it to and 
fro in one direction. After a few seconds, repeat 
this action at right angles to the previous direc- 
tion, Don't rub in circles, The pane will 
quickly acquire the translucence of sandblasted 
glass, but will still be quite inert, just like 
the real thing. 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

I. was very pleased to see in Journal 159 
photographs of the entries in the 1983 Federal 
Modelling Competition and the WA Branch Modelling 
Competition. 

Apart from giving pleasure to those whose 
models are featured, I believe that articles of 
this kind help to bridge the distance gap and 
allow modellers in all states to observe the type 
and quality of models being produced by fellow 
members. 

In addition, they encourage other modellers 
to at least ‘have a go' and perhaps enter their 
own models at the next state or federal compet- 
ition. I only hope that others are not over- 
awed by the standard of modelling, such as produced 
Peter Betts and Co, which is no 


doubt the result of many years of ‘trial and error' 


A 


and perhaps not totally ‘natural talent’. 

I am sure that any modeller (myself included) 
can see the improvement in their own collection 
by comparing first efforts with more recent at- 
tempts - this is the improvement that only exper- 
ience can bring and comes to all who persevere. 

I was intrigued by the 'crop duster on a 
flat car' modelled by Stephen Atchison. I think 
this would make an excellent subject for a brief 
article - perhaps the Editor could persuade him 
to write some brief paragraphs on how the model 
was built (and why). | 

I. must congratulate all concerned with the 
publication of Journals 158 and 159. The content 
and quality were both excellent and the photographs 
clear and sharp. 

I believe that a high quality in-house maga- 
zine is a great drawcard for attracting new members 
and the latest issues are a credit to all con- 
cerned. 

I would also like to hear from any others 
modelling in TIn34 (1:120). I have been modelling 
QR in this scale for several years and would like 
to exchange ideas with others, particularly with 
regard to loco mechanisms, with a view to a joint 
construction effort should this be practicable. 

Finally, I was pleased to note that the Editor 
has curtailed further discussion on the 'Member 
versus Trade’ topic. I feel that continued argu- 
ment on the subject will only cause disharmony, 


and if any person has a particular 'beef', let 
him take it up directly with the importer/dis- 
tributor, and not embroil the Association in his 


personal grievances. 
Yours faithfully 
Geoff Perkins 
Queensland 
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The Right Honourable J Bjelke-Petersen 


Premier of Queensland 
Parliament House 
BRISBANE Qld 
Dear Sir 

After having served in the Railways for 20 
years and retaining a lifelong interest, I'm hon- 
oured to make a few observations on Queensland 
Railways to you. In submitting these suggestions 
to you, Mr Premier, I feel I'm not wasting my 
time, as your immense common sense and loyalty 
to Queensland may cause you to give the ideas 
a second thought. 

I realise a great deal of reconstruction 


work, extensions to the suburban electric service 


and purchase of new locomotive power is at present 
being undertaken, but it is all so restrictive 
when load factors and speeding up of services 
is of prime importance. Capacity and speed is 
the name of the game to beat labour costs and 
yet these fundamental aspects are still being 
inbuilt in the Queensland Railways’ upgrading. 
In the percentage game, increasing capacity and 
speed by one third must win over reducing train 
staff by one third. 

The Gold Coast is the only city anywhere 
in the world of such size without railway access. 
The continuing development of the area will create 
an even bigger demand for public transport in 
the future, Whilst I agree in principle to a 
monorail system, it is restrictive in being only 
Suitable as a high speed people mover, eminently 
Suitable in restricted areas in cities and ideally 


Suited as a high speed service from the Coast 
and routed to Brisbane via the Brisbane Inter- 
National Airport. An orthodox standard gauge 


railway extension from Murwillumbah to Tweed Heads 
and then from Tweed Heads to Brisbane, a high 
speed, double track section, standard gauge (elec- 
tric) connecting to, and forming part of the Bris- 
bane suburban electric service, with Roma Street 
as the terminating station for the standard gauge 
ex Sydney train is, in my opinion, a much more 
versatile option and would give market access 
on the Coast and in Brisbane to the railway goods 
traffic, and introducing a very desirable fast 
commuter service from the Coast to Brisbane. 

With maybe a slightly larger arc from the 
Merrivale Bridge to Roma Street, by a tunnel under 
portion of the Police Barracks, the International 
terminal at South Brisbane could be incorporated 
into Roma Street Station, thereby clearing a large 
area at South Brisbane for the Expo 88 site. 

Logically having gone this far, the whole 
of the Brisbane suburban network should then be 
Standard gauge, thereby saving the duplication 
of gauges on the southern side of Brisbane. 
I personally feel. with Expo 88 and the Bi-centen- 
nial celebrations, the time would be ripe to ap- 
proach the Australian Government for assistance 
to standard gauge the whole Queensland system. 


Mr Hawke would then have. the opportunity 
of making - 

a a positive approach in decreasing unemployment 
in Queensland; 

b provide a platform (see extensions Toowoomba 
line) for launching a more desirable rail 
connection to Darwin; 

Cc a worthwhile assistance to the planned Expo 88 

d a worthy method of celebrating the Bi-centen- 


nial celebrations in Queensland. 


The Railways of Australia are still basically 
the original concept, with a few changes in motive 
power, and suffer from lack of patronage. With 
the event of the XPT (Express Passenger Train) 
in NSW, it is logical to progress to an XPT service 
from Cairns to all Australian capital cities with 
smaller fast specialised goods, fruits, refriger- 
ated foods and livestock being conveyed in XPT 
styled coach trains travelling all over Australia 
at somewhere about 60% of the XPT timetable speed, 
supplementing and in addition to the existing 
heavy goods traffic. Electric locomotives would 
be more exonomical in the long run, but it wouldn't 
really matter diesel or electric. 

In order to have this concept, Queensland 
Railways would need to have standard gauge track 
to obtain the inbuilt speed and extra load factor 
obtained with the wider gauge, hence the suggestion 


to start standard gauging from the Gold Coast 
to Brisbane. 
Following the suburban network, the next 


conversion, in my opinion, would be simultaneously 
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the main Northern line and the ‘Toowoomba line 
as it could be immediately connected to the NSW 
network at Wallangarra and Boggabila/Goondiwindi, 
thus reducing the distance to the nearest port 
and generating a considerable amount more traffic 
and employment Queensland way. 

A logical extension, in my opinion, from 
the Toowoomba line would be from Morven - Auga- 
thella (60 miles) - Tambo (70 miles) - Blackall 
(60 miles) - Barcaldine - Longreach - Winton/Clon- 
curry (213 miles) - Mt Isa (77 miles) - Camooweal. 
This would need construction of 213 miles of com- 
pletely new track from Toowoomba to Camooweal. 


A further extension from Camooweal - Tennant 

Creek - Daley Waters - Katherine - Darwin would 

give Darwin access to the - 

l Cloncurry - Townsville line; 

2 Longreach - Rockhampton line; 

3 Connection from Morven - Dirrabandi - 170 
miles of new track from Mungunindi would 


give access to NSW and Victoria via the 
Moree line. 

Surely this proposal would be infinitely 
superior to the present proposal from South Aust- 
ralia and the Northern Territory administration 
giving Darwin access to Tennant Creek and through 
the desert to Adelaide. 

Whilst my proposal follows the general direc- 
tion of the Parliament approved lines from some 
years back, namely - Pinkilla to Bermory - Ero- 
manga - Windorn - Yaraka - Springvale extension 
to Winton - Boulia - Dajarra - Camooweal it would 
Service a population area, making use of existing 
facilities already available at Morven - Blackall - 
Longreach to Winton and Cloncurry. 

I am not familiar with this country, I there- 
fore made my study from a map of Western Queens- 
land and it would be geographically correct but 
may be topographically requiring some deviations. 

It would be a costly exercise but so is every- 
thing which is long overdue and rarely does any- 
thing get cheaper. The opportunity would have 
many inbuilt benefits, one of the more important 
being to reorganise staffing, building requirements 
and associated facilities, upgrading of trackwork 
and relaying with heavier rail. At the same 
time the branch line services could be examined 
as to the desirability of upgrading or replacement 
of the service more economically. 

Should a decision be reached on regauging, 
orders for new locomotives should be for the broad- 
er gauge, All existing locomotive stock could 
be rebogied and run out their life as is. Other 
rolling stock would have to have new bogies fitted 
and it would be an opportunity to take out the 
four-wheel wagons as redundant. 


The loading gauge in Queensland is smaller 
than NSW, which in turn is slightly smaller than 
standard, but as I see the main problem is in 
the metropolitan area where the rail is between 
two platforms, a shaving of one platform face, 
not two as the railway engineers would deem neces- 
sary, would overcome the problem, otherwise if 
the gauge was used from the platform out, the 
relocating of track outwards from the platform 
would be the logical method. As the loading 
gauge and regauging is progressively carried out, 
the rolling stock from other states can roll into 
Queensland centres without any bogie exchange, 
or the time consuming and costly reloading of 
wagons. This I see as a dividend as the loco- 
motive power from the other systems could also 
be used in Queensland, in a shortage or transition 
period and the XTP types could be run as a main- 
‘liner to Cairns or Darwin without Queensland 
having to buy its own. 

A more detailed investigation would indicate, 


I'm sure, an immense benefit, but not if carried 
out by the railways as it is so bogged down in 
tradition, antiquated thinking and rolling stock, 
it could only produce half the benefit for twice 


the money. 
: Laurie Woods 


Queensland 
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Editor 
AMRA Journal 


Dear Rex 
Would you please be kind enough to find space 


in the next issue of Journal for the following: 


'It is with deep regret that I have learned 
of the recent death of Broughton Boydell, a long 
standing member of the Association. 

I ask all members of the Association to join 
with me, and the members of the Western Australian 
Branch, in this message of condolence and sympathy 


to Ruth, his wife, and his family.' 
Ted Thoday 


President 
WA Branch 


PERE FE EAE FETE EEE EEE EEE HEHE TEE KEK EE ERE REE ERE 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

I have some news that will benefit Victorian 
modellers immensely. At the moment in HO there 
is only one passenger car kit (that I know of), 
and that is the AE kit from MRC, with AW and BW 
Cars promised from BOM. 

At the last Camberwell Exhibition, the people 


concerned with Iron Horse Hobbies had _ samples 
of the Sydney Suburban stock in epoxy; they were 
excellent, as was the SRA 85 class. Interest 
was expressed in producing VR passenger’ stock 


if photos, drawings, etc, could be made available. 
If any modeller of VR has any spare photos, 
drawings, etc, of VR coaches, and would like to 
see kits of coaches, please send them to me - 
C/o AMRA Victorian Branch 
92 Wills Street 
GLEN IRIS 3146 
and I will forward them to Iron Horse Hobbies. 
Coaches specifically mentioned as_ possible 
models include AE, BF, BCE, CE, BPL, BCPL, CW 
and AZ and BZ, along with Vinelander coaches and 
vans. 
Sincerely 
David Brown 
Victoria 
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NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements’ made 
Or opinions expressed in papers or discussions, nor 


do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 
or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to the good conduct or practice of advertisers 


herein. This publication reserves, at all times, 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
sidered unsuitable for publication. 
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The last few months have been fairly quiet 
at AMRA, with good attendances at most meetings. 
The slide night on 9/3/84 was well attended, but 
unfortunately not too many slides were shown by 
members. We had asked that members bring up 
to 10 slides to _ show. Fortunately Bob Wardrop 
and John Skilton came to the rescue with boxes 
of slides. Skillo showed some slides of trams 
and traction engines, while Bob Wardrop showed 
slides taken in Victoria at Puffing Billy. 

While this was happening, Bruce Norton and I 
were on our way to Melbourne on the Southern 
Aurora. We went to the Victorian Branch Exhi- 
bition at Camberwell. On our arrival we were 
welcomed by President Roger Lloyd. After spending 
most of the day at the Exhibition, we were taken 
to Glen Iris by Roger and taken for a tour of 
the Clubrooms. We were most impressed with the 
layout, which I had never seen before. Saturday 
night we watched the Rag Tag Railway on the ABC 
and went to bed early for an early start on the 


next day. Sunday morning began with a tour of 
Kew tram depot. We then drove across Melbourne 
in the traffic (Moomba Festival) and went to 


Queenscliff to ride the Belarine Peninsular Rail- 
way. The Tasmanian Railmotors DP29 and 28 were 
running and the Queensland PB15 loco was in service 
also. We had a great time in Victoria, and recom- 
mend the trip to any modeller/rail fan. 

Back in New South we had a BBQ/visit at the 
Sydney Tramway Museum on 1 April (April Fools 
Day). A good day was had by the 20 odd people 
that attended. Although not too many actually 
had a BBQ, all were present for the guided tours. 
Highlights included the latest addition to the 
fleet, a Melbourne W2 type tram. Others included 
Sydney O and R class, as well as Ballarat and 
Brisbane trams. The new site also included a 
collection of Sydney buses, both double and single 
deck. Also seen were an old fire engine and 
an overhead inspection truck. Tram rides were 
had and running on the day were two Sydney and 
two Brisbane trams. We thank member Allan Tonks 
who organised the day. 

President Bruce Norton has recently given 
a few ‘odd time' Clubroom inspections to out of 
town/State members. Any visitors are asked to 
contact Bruce, either by phone (799 7924) or by 
mail at PO Box 194, Rockdale 2216. We ask that 
you try to contact us a few weeks before to ensure 
that someone is available to show you around. 

The Hawkesbury layout will again be exhibited 
at the Prospect Exhibition in June. Some minor 
repairs are being carried out on the layout by 
the Scenery Department. It is not expected to 
be exhibited in October unless there is a layout 


NEWS 


shortage. The Wall layout has been progressing 
well, and a new small N gauge layout is being 
built to be offered as a prize for the guessing 
competition at the Exhibition. All members should 
soon receive a worker's form to be filled in by 
anyone who will be available to help at the Exhi- 
bition, Please return them to the Roster Officer 
by the closing date. 

Below is the program for the immediate future: 


JUNE 
2 Sat Auction - all goods to be catalogued and 
presented by 2 pm 
8 Fri Film Night (State Film Council Films) 
16 = Sat Layout Operation 
22 Fri Layout Operation and 'Mini Clinic’ on 
adhesives . 
24 Sun Visit to Illawarra Live Steamers, North 


Wollongong. Refer Smoke Signals 


Meetings at Clubrooms - Chapel Lane, Rockdale, 


are held on Ist and 3rd Saturdays and 2nd_ and 
4th Fridays. 


Meetings, unless otherwise specified, are - 
Fridays : 7.30 to 11 pm 
Saturdays : 2 to 5.30 pm 
NOTE: AMRA (NSW) Clubrooms Telephone No is - 
59 1899 


All correspondence regarding NSW Branch mat- 
ters should be addressed to - 

The Secretary 

AMRA NSW Branch 

PO Box 1944 

ROCKDALE 


NSW 2216 


Bob Gioia 
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NEPEAN SUB-BRANCH NEWS 


During the winter months from April to the 
end of October, the meetings for HO running, held 
on the 4th Saturday of the month, will be from 
2 - 6 pm at 11 Magnolia Street, St Marys, to enable 
the most use to be made of the daylight hours. 

Meetings on the 2nd Saturday of the month 
will still be at 7 pm at the St Marys Arts Centre, 
Mamre Road, St Marys. | 

Negotiations are still continuing with the 
State Rail Authority regarding a Clubroom of our 
own at Penrith. It is hoped that we will have 
more news of this in time for the next issue of 


Journal. 
Michael Guest 


Secretary 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


Our 1984 Exhibition, with all 
worry, iS Mow over. The overall 
the layouts was high, 
my opinion, being the Croydon group's. modular 
Narrow gauge, the Clinchfield N gauge and Kikamukow 
Japanese layouts. Congratulations to Exhibition 
Organiser Bob Edwards for a fine effort. 

I was pleased to be able to welcome some 
interstate visitors and was also able to_ show 
them over our Clubrooms. Among those I met were 
Federal President Keith Wilcox, Graham and June 
Lamour and Bob Gioia and friends from NSW and 
Mr and Mrs Gus Durham from WA. 

The thank you dinner for the ladies who helped 
in the kitchen at the Exhibition was held on 7 
April at the Lai Wah Chinese Restaurant, not at 
Banjo's as was originally planned. It was a good 
night, and I know my three ladies certainly enjoyed 
the food (no, I'm not a bigamist - they were my 
wife and two daughters). 

This was the final Exhibition to have the 
catering organised by Pat Brownbill, and her ef- 
forts over the last couple of years have certainly 
been appreciated by our hungry members and ex- 
hibitors. 

We have been invited to display the Modrail 
layout in an exhibition in Ballarat over the 
Queen's Birthday weekend, and it is hoped that 
we have sufficient volunteers to assist in manning 
the display. 

Our operating days on the first Sunday of 
the month on the Club's HO layout are becoming 
popular, with the attendance at our April meet 
being a record. I was interested in the article 
in February ‘Model Railroader' on a computerised 


its work and 
standard of 
with the best layouts, in 


traffic generator. May be we should consider 
something similar to assist in our own layout 
operation. 


Plans are afoot to change the trackwork a: 
Baker Junction to improve operation at that sta- 
tion. Not much else to report on the layout, 
except for the sudden appearance of a large fenced- 
in area at Morehouse Station, constructed by Man- 
fred Ebinger ready for a factory complex. Another 
member putting in a lot of effort around the layout 
and Clubrooms is Bob Marsden, 

In closing, my thanks to all members’ who 
assisted in any way at the Exhibition. 

Roger Lloyd 


HHH HHH HRHHH HHH 
GENERAL NEWS 
March meeting night was the night before 


the opening of the Exhibition, so, again, no formal 
meeting. Reports on the Exhibition appear else- 
where, so on to our April meeting. 

The speaker for the evening was our own Bill 
Morehouse, and his topic ‘'Tracklaying'. A solid 
talk from the foundations to the final finish. 
If your underpinning wobbles, what else can you 
expect your trains to do? Thanks, Bill. 


AMRA Journal 
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A decision was reached on jackets and shirts 
for member identification, so orders and money 
is the next step in the process. 

The Club layout team continues its efforts, 
and has been encouraged by the donation by F and G 
Models of 100 cast trees (skeletons) and two illum- 
inated signs. What is now needed is somebody(ies) 
to dress up the skeletons for installation. 

Our thanks to F and G Models for their gener- 
osity. 
ed new carpet for the stage in the hall. Thanks, 
Jack. 


Modelling Competition results: Open category 


1 Ken Stone - HO scale compressor 
2 David Brown - LMS open wagon 

Photographic Competition results: Diesel 
locomotive 

Slide Geoff Brown - 95 points 


Print Geoff Brown - 95 points 


R EM iN DE RS 


Operating days - first Sunday in the month 
last Sunday in the month 


14 June 


Running days - 


Annual General Meeting - 
Ron Thomas 


KEKE HK KEE HERE HREHE 


FACES AROUND THE BRANCH 


Peter England who models the prototype of his 
Name, running sone of his vast collection of roll- 
ing stock on the}jClub's layout. 


te ee 


While giving thanks, Jack Treseder has provid- ro 
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LIBRARY NEWS 


Another pretty lean month, I[ felt. That 
was quite wrong when I actually sat down and read 
what had been acquired. Certainly there were 
only two books, 
by Cyril H Henshaw), was an interesting account 
of a very important private line formally recorded 
before, but without the sort of personal interest 
that Henshaw gives to it. Tarrawingee was some 
40 miles north of Broken Hill, and (one can only 
speak in gasps in that area) was a hill of pure 


marble, somewhere between 1-3/4 million and 52 
million tons (tolerances were as wide then as 
now). 

Railmac is branching out from the _ fairly 
formal history to the personal account of the 


discovery of a line, and the pursuit of its history 
that makes industrial archaeology - and particu- 
larly railway archaeology - as fascinating a sub- 
ject as it is. 

The line was laid, 


the trains ran, stopped, 


ran again: (TIMETABLE: Trains run on Thursdays 
only): Finally stopped. A tiny bit of our rail- 
way history, but not to be ignored. Railmac, 
keep going! 


Our other acquisition is (to coin a phrase) 
something else again. It is Patsy Adam Smith's 


latest, Whe We _kode the Rails. This is far 
from the first istory “3 railways in Australia 
(far from Patsy ‘Adam Smith's first), but this 


time she has assembled not just a collection of 
events, but a collection of bits and pieces of 
background, odd bits, personal bits, such as - 
"Ladies and gentlemen, take your partners 
for the Sydney Railway Waltz" to celebrate the 
opening of the first railway in New South Wales - 
with locomotive noises supplied by the band. 
Mostly, though, its quotations from. real 
people, real gangers and their wives, children 
who remember what it was like running barefoot 
beside the tracks. Kids like Patsy Adam Smith. 
Fascinating reading! 
Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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VICTORIAN BRANCH EXHIBITION : 1984 

The Exhibition was held at the Camberwell 
Civic Centre over the Moomba weekend. The Exhi- 
bition Committee would like to thank all the ex- 
hibitors and the AMRA members who assisted at 


the Exhibition for their attendance and co-oper- 
ation. 


but one (The Tarrawingee Tramway 


with 


The attendance was up on last year, 
Sunday being our best day again. 

Pat Brownbill and her kitchen assistants 
did an excellent job with the meals again. This 


year we recruited some of our men for kitchen 
duty to help Pat and the girls - it worked that 
well that I think it will become a regular thing. 

It was very pleasing to have an increased 
number of volunteers to help pack up after the 
Exhibition, which meant everybody got home at 


a reasonable time on Monday night. 
I would also like to thank Roger Lloyd for 
his help in printing the dodgers and the Exhibition 


Guides. 
The following Awards were made: 


BEST PRIVATE LAYOUT 
Clinchfield Railroad 


BEST CLUB OR SOCIETY DISPLAY 
Diamond Valley Railway 


BEST COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 
The Engine Shed 


Results of the 


were as follows: 
OUTRIGHT WINNER EMERALD RIVER N/G COACH AND COMBINE 


Mark Linhart 


Open Modelling Competition 


LOCOMOTIVE - HEISLER N/G LOCO 
Tony Walsham 


STRUCTURE - 1812 THEATRE 


Adrian Hoad 


AUSTRALIAN PRODUCED KIT - GSV SHEEP VAN 


Bob Edwards 


A certificate was also awarded to Tony Walsham 
for his freelance N/G Box Cars for winning the 
Freight Division of the Rolling Stock Category. 

As most of you know, Ray Brownbill has gone 
to work in Adelaide, and his years of service 
on the Exhibition Committee will be missed, but 
I would like to wish Ray all the best for the 
future. 

We are already working on the 1985 Exhibition 
with the promise of some new layouts. I am look- 
ing forward to the same co-operation as I have 
had in the past with exhibitors and AMRA members. 

Bob Edwards 
Exhibition Manager 


SESEFESE SESE TERE SESE SESE SESE EE EEE EEE HEE HEHEHE HEHEHE EEE ESE SEE EK IE HEHEHE HEE 


The remnants of Yelta Station 
facilities (at the end of the 
Mildura line) with Bill Secker 
sitting in the Gents! 
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At the moment the Branch is in preparation 
for our Annual May Model Railway Exhibition. This 
year is not so busy for the Branch, as, due to 
great interest by others to exhibit, our exhibition 
layout has been given a rest to allow more room. 
At the moment 34 stands are involved; these include 
27 operating model railway displays. Some pro- 
spective exhibitors had to be turned away due 
to lack of space. The Branch is being represented 
by a larger information stand and Australian Model 
Railway layouts by various members. A full report 
in the next Journal. 


LIBRARY NEWS 


Stewart Wall has almost completed his tidy 
up and cataloguing of our large library. We 
hope to have a report from him in future notes. 
Thanks to Stewart for his good work and also to 
those who have generously donated books and maga- 
Zines recently, including Paul Scrivens, Clive 
MacTaggart and Rodney James. 


MONTHLY MEETINGS REPORT 


Our February monthly meeting had a good at- 
tendance and Jess and Steve gave a talk on solder- 
ing. Jess detailed soldering in electronics, 


demonstrating the latest in soldering equipment. 
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Steve described soldering of a heavier nature, 
and assembled two QR Tenders. 

At our March workshop meeting, everyone took 
gart in building some of those small NSW vans, 
guided by Jim Fainges. To be continued. The 
March running day saw a great variety of rolling 
Stock in operation, and everyone had a good time. 

The Selleys representative was not available 
for our March monthly meeting; however, as the 
16.5 mm system was complete, Cec Wall gave a talk 
on timetable operation of the Club layout. Those 
present were issued with a graph with the proposed 
trains marked, and as the trains operated, everyone 
drew in the progress on the graphs. It turned 
out being a most interesting and enjoyable time. 

Members are free to work on timetables for 
the Clubrooms; keep them simple to start. For 
those interested in building timetables, a diagram 
of the Clubroom 16.5 mm system, with times from 
Port Jessie, is nearby. 

The Clubroom timetable fast clock is approx- 
imately 12 times fast. A main problem with some 
timetabl-: so far is too little time allowed for 
shuntin,, it's surprising to see 30 minutes fly 
away in (24 minutes’ real time) doing some simple 
shunting along the line. 


<— DOWN UP-——> 
Minutes 
00 05 10 the: 20 
— oO | we! Co | 
A 
Port Jesse Perkins Mt.Warring Suggit's Woodsville 
(terminal) Place Pass Siding (station) 
(halt) (halt) (small station 
& sidings) 
>(short cut - saves 5 mins) 
25 35 L0 
AY pa —> — 
Wallsend Coal Mine "Echo Point ~ ~ Hillview 
(junction station) (passing: loop (Terminal ) 
on down) 
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OTHER CLUBROOM NEWS. 


As mentioned before, the 
system is complete, and work on the 9 mn, 
and 12 mm networks is very advanced. 
are encouraged to use the layouts - 
to bring something to run. 

The maintenance bench is now complete thanks 
to the help of Paul Scrivens and other members. 
It's in a portable form so it can be used at exhi- 
bitions, etc. Features include four test tracks, 
four loco cradles and padded work area, plus power 
supply with amp and volt meters for comprehensive 
loco testing and maintenance. The '‘heavy' work- 
shop sees regular use, with many members taking 
full advantage of the equipment provided. On 
the lathe, John Hill has been making parts for 
some 53 and 59 class NSW locos (converted from 
Joeff), while Karl Kalle turned up parts for his 
fine turntable at Bijimbee. Perhaps the light 
workshop areas need some attention now? 

Cec Wall has been testing a new type of walk 
around controller on the HOn3 layout, and this 
type is planned for use on the HOn3} system too! 


26.5 mm trackage 
10.5 mm 
Members 
feel free 


~ 
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Meetings continue as normal at the Branch 
Clubrooms, Ground Floor, South Brisbane Railway 
Station, Grey Street, South Brisbane. The Club- 
rooms are normally open from 6 pm on Thursday 
evenings, and from noon on Saturdays. Our monthly 
meetings are held on the fourth Thursday, commenc- 
ing at 7.30 pm. Here the Committee of Management 
reports to the members and some form of entertain- 
ment is organised. 

The main track running sessions are on the 
third Saturday afternoon from 1 pm. 

The Committee of Management recently approved 
another main track running session per. month. 
This is to be held on the first Thursday evening 
of the month. 

Sometimes organised workshop nights are held 
on the second Thursday from 7.30 pm. 


NEWS FROM OTHER BRANCHES 


It's good to see the detailed reports from 
the bigger branches. The guys in WA have some 
really great modelling done, going by the photos - 
good work, It seems the standard of modelling 
is much higher in southern states than in Queen- 
land - may be we have less time than other model- 
lers in colder areas? 

Keep up the good work all you members in 
NSW, Victoria and WA! 
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BRISBANE RAIL NEWS 


by Chris Malone 


In this column I intend to report items of 
interest on Brisbane's rail network. 

First item for this issue is about the Clyde 
Engineering locomotives which are built under 
sub-contract to Comeng. The second last contract 
entered with the delivery of 2214 on 3 February 
1984. The last contract involved building only 
one locomotive - 2198. This loco was not built 
between 2197 and 2199 for some reason. Anyhow, 
2198 was delivered 22 February, and was sighted 
at Mayne on 3 March. After a brief run in, most 
locos head up north, but not this loco. Seventeen 
days later I sighted it at Toombul on a north 
bound short train of pineapple crates and ALYs. 
Do you know where it was going? It was on the 


northern relief line at the time. (1254 was 
on an identical train the next day.) Locos in 
new paint include dynamic braked 1500, 1477, 1281 
Century and 1511, 1303, 1648, 1458, 2138, 2147 


and 2403, 
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Unusual Workings 


It is not often that you see three Evans 
wooden suburban cars on the end of a south bound 
express freight, but it happened on the NCL on 
16 March, A few minutes after, two 1720s were 
seen heading in the same direction with a dead 
1720 two wagons back. 

Paul Scrivens reports seeing several DHs 
hauling an Evans set at Central on 17 March. The 
breakdown crane (BDC 5) made a pilgrimage down 
the Pinkenba Branch on 19 January to exchange 
bogies on an H wagon at Ascot where I watched 
the day's proceedings. The Pinkenba line had 
more oddities in store when late on 1] February 
a triple header of 2410, 2409 and 1526 were seen 
at Eagle Junction. Unfortunately they had no 
wagons in tow. The previous train, also to Pink- 
enba, was 2138 and 1527 with grain. 


General 
2147/S (renumbered from 2206) was seen on 
a suburban train for Shorncliffe on 16 March, 


Three 1700s have been around recently - 1709 was 
seen at the carriage shed on 17 March ready to 
work the Sunlander parcels vans to Roma Street 
later in the afternoon. 1711 worked the cattle 
train to Beaudesert the same day. Another 1700 
was also in Brisbane. 1648 proved you have to 
be up at night to see the best trains. It was seen 


three times at night on 3 February, including 
hauling rail (WR) wagons through Roma Street at 
11.30 pm. 

That's all I will report this month, but 


if you see something interesting for this column, 
please see me. 
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DETAILS ON PERRY 'KLONDYKE' LOCO REQUIRED 


by S Malone 


I am interested in building a model of 0-4-0 
3'6" gauge Perry tank locos used initially in 
the Hume Weir construction. Three of these wound 
up at the Pioneer Mill in Queensland, two at Evans 
Deakin, Rocklea, Queensland, two at Fyansford 
Cement Railway and so on. Photos have been ob- 
tained of the locos at the above locations and 
articles obtained on the Hume Weir and Fyansford 
Railway. However, as a basic basis to model 
off, the Perry loco named 'Klondyke' at Pioneer 
Mill was chosen; this loco was converted to an 
O0-4-2T during its operations at Pioneer. Klondyke 
waS obtained by the Belmont Railway Group near 
Geelong many years ago; this group is now operat-— 
ing from Queenscliffe. During recent visits 
to Queenscliffe, an inspection of Klondyke was 
not available, and correspondence to the Secretary 
and PR Officer have come to nothing. 

I am very interested in obtaining some photos 
of this loco, and is anyone able to assist? 
The only photo I've seen of Klondyke at its new 
home was on the cover of a ‘Narrow Minded', Decem- 
ber 1980. 

FEE IETHER EE TET 


Geoff Perkins is considered one of our pioneers 
in the TTn34 scale (QR on N gauge track), and 
this photo shows one of his latest projects. It's 
an almost completed QR C17 4-8-0) steam loco, 
Similar to the NM class in “Central Australia, 
Geoff will give us more details on this model 
in a future Journal. 


PHOTO 3 


For 1983, the Branch Exhi 

bition layout needed many 
new buildings. This model 
of the All Saints Church at 
Tamrookum, near Beaudesert, 
was made by Debbie Malone 
using styrene with help 
from Jim Fainges and hubby 


» 


Main panel of the Mayne Control Centre - Ipswich and Southside on the left, Northside 


on the right. 
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PHOTO 2 


Many members are detailing 
small areas of the Clubroom 


layout. and here Stewart 
Wall 1s making good progress 
with these coal mine build- 
ings He lives in the 
Ipswich area where’ coal 
mines abound and there 


is no shortages of proto 
‘vpes 'o model. 
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MERITORIOUS AWARD 


Each year the Branch is invited to nominate 
one of its members for this Award. The Branch 
nomination for 1983 was JOHN MARTIN. Due to 
a number of factors, the Award was not received 
in time for presentation at the Christmas BBQ 
as has been our usual practice. 

John Martin joined the Association in February 
1979, and very quickly made his presence felt 
in the Branch's activities. In the following 
November a vacancy occurred on the Branch Committee 
and John was invited to fill that position. 
At the AGM in May 1980 John was nominated for 
and elected to the position of Secretary - a pos- 
ition he has held to the present. John has been 
involved in many of the Branch activities, assist- 
ing Simon Mead with the ‘Haltwhistle’ layout pro- 
ject perhaps being the biggest contribution. There 
are many other Branch activities he has been in- 
volved with. . 

It therefore will give me great pleasure 
to present John with this Meritorious Award at 
the Branch Meeting on 2 April. I am sure you 


will'all join with me in congratulating John. 
Ted 
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THE 1984 MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION 


The Exhibition is the shop window for our 
hobby - with well built displays, professionally 
presented, we can win a number of converts to 
the hobby, and hopefully recruits for AMRA. 

This year's Exhibition will feature quite 
a few new layouts, hopefully reasonably complete. 
There will be a variety of indoor layouts ranging 
from LGB 1/22 scale down to N scale, and it is 
hoped that there will be steam hauled rides outside 
the main hall. We will be featuring some live 
Steam in the smaller gauges too - radio controlled 
in the case of 1 and O gauges and electrically 
controlled (I believe) in the case of OO gauge. 

We aim to show visitors to the Exhibition 
just how easy it is to start off in the hobby 
by having one or two layouts which, although as- 
sembled from proprietary ready to run equipment, 
are realistic representations of the prototype. 

But the Exhibition does not run on its own! 
It needs the FULL support of EVERY member of AMRA 
(WA). The jobs to; be done during the Exhibition 
are far from onerous or demanding and generally 
everyone will be slotted in to the jobs which 
they like doing. 

We will be setting up the Exhibition from 
about 9 am on Friday 1 June until about 11 pm. 
there will be plenty to do on that day, moving 
our display equipment to the halls and, particular- 
ly, setting up the barricading. This year we 
intend to have an earlier start to this activity 
than we have in the past. 

On the three days of the Exhibition, we, 
as the organising body, have to provide the attend- 
ants for the general running of the Exhibition, 
as well as running our own layout and performing 
the clinics and demonstrations. 
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Again this year we wish to educate newcomers 
and ‘old hands' alike and to do this we would 
particularly like to have as many AMRA members 
as possible volunteering to pass on their expertise 
at practical demonstrations of modelling skills 
at the Exhibition. If you can help in this ac- 
tivity, please let me know. 

Those assisting me to run the 
this year are as follows: 


Exhibition 


Paul Kehoe (publicity); Dick Smart (visual mat- 
erial design); Norm Chapple (catering support); 
Arno de Smalen (raffle logistics); George Noble 
and Peter Dean (barricading); Kevin Derrick (film 
and slide shows); Ron Fryer and Marge Durham 
(catering management). 


Although there has not so far been much for 
some of these willing helpers to do, their moments 
of glory are not very far away, and, I am sure, 
the many hands will make light work. 

Alan Porter 
Exhibition Manager, 


HHHHH HHH HHH HI 
PROGRAM 
MAY 
30 =Wed Exhibition preparation 
JUNE 
l Fri Exhibition setting up 
2 Sat ) 
3. Sun) 1984 Model Railway Exhibition 
4 Mon ) 
9 Sat  Clubroom clean up 
13. Wed Exhibition post mortem 
18 Mon Auction 
23. Sat General Club activities 
27 Wed General Club activities 


Times of Meetings are as follows: 
Mondays and Wednesdays - 8 pm (2000 hours) 
Saturdays - 2 pm (1400 hours) 

The rooms will be open at least 15 minutes 
prior to the starting time. 

All meetings will be held at the Clubrooms, 
upon Meltham Station, unless otherwise stated. 


HHH 
PIRATES 


Recent advertisements in the British modei 
railway press indicate that Kemilway are withdraw- 
ing their range of etched brass products from 
the market. Your correspondent has been told 
by Kemilway that yet again its products are being 
copied by another organisation. Some years ago 
Kemilway had been involved in protracted and expen- 
Sive litigation in an effort to protect their 
copyrights. The money spent on litigation would 
otherwise have been used to produce further designs 
and products. No one gains from ‘'pirating'. 
The hobby loses yet another range of specialist 
products. 
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00 GAUGE LAYOUT NEWS 


With the 1984 Exhibition looming ahead of 
us, now is the time to get into doing improvements 
and renovations to the ‘Haltwhistle’ layout. 

Several projects have been proposed, including 
additional buildings for the village area, addition 
of point rodding and barrow crossings at the sta- 
tions, additional vegetation around the layout 
and working signals. 

The working signals project is probably the 
most ambitious of these. At this stage it is 
proposed to use semaphore signals on the branch 
line and colour light signals on the main line. 
I envisage using manual levers for operating the 
semaphore signals and making the colour light 
signals semi-automatic. 

I hope all these projects can be completed 
before June. Consequently, I am looking for 
people who are willing to take responsibility 
for the implementation of the above projects. 
Why not have a go - it can be fun practicing your 
modelling skills using someone else's money. 

If you can think of any other projects that 
should be tackled, I would like to hear from you. 

Simon Mead 
OO Layout Manager 
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WATER 


Water, in model form, is extremely difficult 
to represent realistically. January's Model 
Railroader contains an article on the subject, 
using artists’ Acrylic Gloss Medium to represent 
water. This medium has a lot of advantages over 
the materials we currently use. From the photo- 
graphs with the article, the results that can 
be obtained are very realistic. 


HHA H HHH HHH HSE 


HAVE YOU SEEN? 


Model Railways for February. Construction of 
working pantographs. The Wisbech Trams, photo- 
graphs, prototype information and livery details. 
Improving the Stephen Poole kit of the GER E4, 
with comments on the Nucast kit. Stan Catchpol's 
series on figures continues - radical surgery! 


WI HH HHH 


Model Railways for March. The Nucast kit of 
the LNER Bl is reviewed in Part 1 of a two-part 


feature. Drawings, photographs and _ prototype 
information on the Hudswell 0-4-0 industrial 
diesel. Part 2 of the E4 article. Construction 


of a half-timbered inn is described with drawings 
and photographs of the original and of the model. 
The Scalefour Society - what is it all about? 
Part 2 of the Wisbech Trams drawings and modelling. 
Stan Catchpol's chimney pots. 


HHH HHH 


Model Railway Constructor for December. Main- 
line's ‘Dean Goods' and the Class 56 diesel on 
the test bench and reviewed. Datafile - BR 21 
ton mineral wagons. Collector's Corner looks 
at Tri-ang models made in Australia and New Zea- 
land. 
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Model Railway Constructor for January. Signal 
Chart 2 - GWR and some of its constituents. 
Building the structures for Bodmin. Drawings 
of Bodmin weighbridge office and signal box. Data- 
file on LSWR 34' composite and 48' brake third 
coaches. Part 2 of the Guide to Drawings of 
railway structures - LMS and LNER groups. Test 
bench on Hornby's Coronation 4-6=2. 


HHH HERE 


Railway Modeller for February. All the 
usual articles, plus Part 1 of an article on the 
construction of an operating turntable. 


HHH HHH 

Railway Modeller for March. Scratchbuilt 

locos. “Prototype information on the Deltics 

plus information on detailing the models. Draw- 

ings, photographs and information on the SECR 

Class D 4-4-0. Early Midland rolling’ stock, 
Part 1. Toy Fair report. | 


HHH HH KKEHH 


Model Railways for January. Overhead elec- 
trification - construction of a working model 
railway system. Stan Catchpol's repainting and 
improving figures. Converting Mainline's Collett 
0-6-0 to 18.83 mm gauge. K's Merchant Navy kit 
reviewed. 

HHH HHH HH 

Model Railway Constructor for February. 
on the Bodmin Structures with drawings of the 
passenger buildings. Datafile on industrial 
side tipping wagon. 


More 
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Scale Trains for December. The French TGV 
prototype review. Focus article on Gresley's 
Al/A3 Pacifics followed by a conversion and detail- 
ing of the Hornby model. Examination and testing 
of the 'Gauge-master' range of controllers. 
Centrespread output model for an engine shed. 
Detailing the early Alco Box Cabs from the Round- 
house range. Detailing the Mainline Class 56, 
plus a track test. 
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Scale Trains for January. Signalling a model 
in a prototype manner - an operational electric 
lever frame. Prototype information on the Class 
25, followed by an article on detailing the Hornby 
model. A similar article on the 'Geeps', followed 
by a detailed article based on the Athearn model. 
Motorising the Airfix 'Pug' - this could also 
be the basis for motorising a number of tiny locos. 
More prototype information on the Welshpool and 
Llanfair. 


HHH 
CONVERSION TABLE 


In response to a member's suggestion, the 


HHH 


following ‘Drill Equivalent’ table has been com- 
piled: 

DRILL DECIMAL INCH METRIC DEMICAL INCH 
NO EQUIVALENT MM EQUIVALENT 
80 0.0135 0.35 0.0138 

79 0.0145 0.38 0.0150 

78 0.0160 0.40 0.0157 

77 0.0180 0.45 0.0177 

76 0.0200 0.50 0.0197 

75 0.0210 U.d2 0.0205 

74 00225 0.58 0.0228 

73 0.0240 0.60 0.0236 

72 0.0250 0.65 0.0256 

71 0.0260 

70 0.0280 0.70 0.0276 

69 0.0292 0.75 0.0295 

68 0.0310 0.79 0.0312 

67 0.0320 0.82 0.0323 

66 0.0330 0.85 0.0335 

65 0.0350 0.90 0.0354 

64 0.0360 0.92 0.0362 

63 0.0370 0.95 0.0374 

62 0.0380 0.98 0.0386 

61 0.0390 1.00 0.0394 

60 0.0400 
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RAILFAN 

SHOP 

632 BOURKE. STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000 

TELEPHONE: 03-67 2480 

MAGAZINES BOOKS SLIDES POST CARDS  .« 
PHOTOGRAPHS RECORDS 

SECOND-HAND MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


PECO TRACK, POINTS AND ACCESSORIES : 
Sretedpatratratectecfeatrateatectectecgeatrateateateatoctesratrateatoateateaeaeat 


A truly exciting new development in model railways. Now 
you can have the excitement of real live steam locomotives on 
your existing HO/OO track indoors or outdoors. 


Modellers in the past have had to give up quite extensive HO. 
OO layouts. Now Steamcraft have perfected steam locomotive 
design to produce very controllable power. 


Imagine pulling a 6-8 coach load at a scale 60mph with steam 
billowing out of the chimnev and the motion revolving around 


For further details write to M. Sibley, 26 Marri Road, Duncraig. W.A. 6023. 
uri / 
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Water Tower - Water tank and crane 
combined, six parts, tank top and 

hose black the rest grey .. .. .. $3.25 
LK-2 Water Crane (2) - Free standing 


pattern, three parts... .. 4. 3. 91.86 
LK-3 Coal Staithes (2) - complete mould- 

ing with printed paper merchants 

ame Panel. oe SS as Se ee 
LK-4 Platelayers Hut - eight parts moulded 

in black and -lightcorey = es 3 232.25 
LK-5 Coal Office - can be used for coal, 

pation S$, farm te: 4. se ee ee 


LK-6 Bookstall - no station of any im- 
portance is complete without a 
SOURS LOC! 3. a Ss ee eee 
LK-10 Plate Girder Bridge Sides (2) - de- 
tailed plate girders - can be used 
as through or deck bridge sides & 
end to end for multiple spans .. $3.40 
LK-11 Truss Girder Bridge Sides (2) - de- 
tailed truss girders - can be used 
as through or deck bridge sides or 
end to end for multiple spans .. $3.40 


PECO "Manyways" series of lineside kits com- 
bine full colour printed card sides with de- 


tailed plastic components. "Manyways"’ buildings, 


can be arranged in many different ways to give 
variety and individuality to your layout. 


LK-12 Country Station - brick . .. .. ... $9.50 
LK-13 Country Station - stone... .. .. $9.50 
bK~- 14 Station House <- brick: 542 2. SS ee 
CK-15 Station House - store “i. 02 oT. 99 
LK-16 Platform Shelter & Hut - wood. .. $7.75 
LK-17 Platform Shelter & Hut - brick .. $7.75 
LK-21 Chocolate Vending Machines (6) .. $1.75 
LK-22 Weighing Machines (4) .. .. .. .. $1.50 
Ehweo MK Cun 24): a ee 
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DISTRIBUTED PRODUCTS 


HO/OO LINESIDEKITS 


PLastic tunnel mouths are supplied ready 
painted in realistic dark stone colour with 
smoke/soot stains over the arches. The retaining 
walls are separate and can be positioned to suit 
the landscape. 


LK-31 Single Track Tunnel Mouth .. .. .. $3.40 
LK-32 Double Track Tunnel Mouth .. .. .. $4.75 
LK-33 Single Track Road Bridge Side . .. $4.75 
LK-34 Double Track Road Bridge Side . .. $5.25 


LK-40 Stone Walling - simulated stone walling 
to match tunnel mouths and bridge sides 
has many uses - sheet size 184mm x 
AN as oo eX oe a ee 


Flexible fencing has square posts and trian- 
gular rails. There are 5 sprues in a pack to 
make 1066mm (42") of fence. Posts remain vert- 
ical as fence follows contours of landscape. 
LK-45 Flexible Field Fencing .. .. .. .. $2.50 
LK-46 Field gates, Stiles etc. ...... $3.40 


LK-50 Level Crossing gates with wicket gates _ 
for pades thians= =e ee ee ee 
LK-51 Level Crossing Boom Gates (British 
pattern) with fencing .. .. .. .. $3.75 
Moulded Platform Edging is available with 
either printed brick or stone self adhesive 
strips that are easily applied to the faces. 
Straight sections are 168.3mm long and ramp 
sections are 112.7mm along the base. 


LK-60 Platform Edging - brick (5).. .. .. $4.25 


LK-61 Platform Edging - stone (5).. .. .. $4.25 
LK-66 Ramp Edging - brick (4) .. .. .. .. $2.10 
LK-67 Ramp Edging - stone (4) ..... .. .. $2.10 


The following buildings are part of the 
"Manyways" building range and have similar con- 
struction to the station buildings, a mixture 
of printed card and moulded plastic parts. 
LK-80 Diesel Maintenance Depot . .. .. . $16.25 
LK+O1 Office Buildings 62): 3.) 32 Ses 


hobby shops everywhere 


AUSTRALIAN MODEL CRAFT CO., 
Box 118, P.O., Albury, N.S.W. 2640 


Phone (060) 21 2473 
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